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V Letter P you on the Uſe of Catechitms, 

pay hes "math; many” People, very AVBIY. 

and I heax it has been warmly reſcnte: 

from the Pulpit ; yet no Body, ſo fat as 


NADU worth While. And why then (think' 


I) ſhould it be worth the While of 6. 


lemn Men to be ſo angry at it? | ; : 
1 could not be ſurpris'd to find the popular Clergy, with 
their Devotees, ſhewing rheir Zeal againſt the Lettery-ſec- 


* 


ing it touches their Authority ina tender Point, and in à 
Rs : A 2 1 * 1 14K 


know, undertakes to anſwer it; Not | 
becauſe, they'll ſay, there would be any 
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Manner unexpected, and more free than they have been ac: 
cuitõm d to. But I have beei liſt hing to hear the Ground 


they give out for the Offence they have taken at it; and, ſo 
fir as L baje heard, theyccome to this, That the Leer t 
only. ſets "fide: the Cateobif 20h ers of emigbtning this Land 
with the Light of the Goſpel) but alſo makes the. ordinary Miniſtry * 
of the Wort nfeleſs.; Aud further, It fets'up the Faith of Devils in 
. to true ſaving Faitb. 
I underftand them well; and indeed I could not expect 


more Ingenuity in an Accufation from them. But the 2 
Charge, as it ſtands, is very heavy; and, if it could be made gy 
good, would thfer the Cenſure due to 1 ariſing from ſeq 
the Pit, as ſomè have called it, in Oppoſition to the Light the 
of the Goſpel that's come into che World- 1 
But it can never appear, That, chooſing to follow the ie 
Light that ſhines in the Bible itſelf, withoyt any Catechiſm, A. 
manifeſts that Love to Darkneſs rather than the Light, for ha 
which Men will be damn'd. Nor can it be proved, That py 
the holding faſt of that Form of found Words, which was ſet 15 
by the infpired Writers, withom any Form of uninſpired. N. 
Mens ſetting, is a helliſh Oppoſition to the Light of the Go th 
ſpel that's come into the World. e jed 
We are allowed by our moſt approy?d Interpreter of the M 
Revelation, to fay, That the Kingdom of Antichriſt came | th: 
with Darkneſs ariſing out of the bottomleſs Pit ; and that was ad 
a Kingdom of Clergy ar Churchmen, compar'd to Locuſts xX. M 
Shall we then ſay, That this Kingdom came, by holding faſt ga 
the Bible itſelf, without any Creed or Catechiſm? Shall we 44 
receive it as Goſpel from our Pulpit, That this Kingdom of as 
Darkneſs came by holding faſt the Form of ſound Words that P. 
as taught by the Apoſtles, in Oppoſition to all other Forms? pu 
And as little can it appear, That the Letter makes the 7 
preaching: of ordinary Miniſters of the Word uſeleſs; ex- ge 
: ce it we mall hold it prov'd-by ſuch arguing us this, viz. £1 
he Letter on Catechiſms ſets the Gift of the'infpired Miniſters, 1 
of the Word above that of Paſtors and Teachers, 4vho are not in- th 
foired: Therefore it makes the Gift of theſe Paſtors and Teachers m 


AVIS NOS - * 


1 1 4 1 2 «4 P 0 bay. +» (5 __ bs 1 
— — * a 4 a 2+ & 4s \ As 3 4. dns a — ” _ * ho * _ : 
* F Nene 85 
4 5 4 1 4 # 92 6 " : 


*Hurbam on Rev. gth Chip, 4 


.- The Author will unt allow Rom. 10. 14, 15. fo be mean't 
tbeirPreachings,andgrudges them the Title of Ambaſſadors, which he. 
ppropriates to the Apoſtles : Therefore he makes their Miniſtry and 
their Prenchings HEI ũ ..... 
Hie «vill not alloxy their Sermons to be the Rule of Fajth, yea nor 
fo be a more eſpecial tiean of Faith,than the preaching of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles in the Scriptures : And therefore (<vhatever be acknow- 
ledges concerning Paſtors and Teachers, and their Work ) be makes 
their Preaching as uſeleſs as he makes Catechiſm s. 
As this Way of Reaſoning plainly tells us what r 
y would have, ſq. a Man who is willing to admit theſe Con- 
equences, is ready to pay them all the Regard that they 
themſelves can will. Arn o BY" hg 
The moving of a Scruple againſt the Application of Rom. 
10. 14, 15. and 2 Cor. 5. 20. and ſpecially of the Title 


1 


Ambaſſador, to ordinary uninſpir'd Miniſters of the Word, 


has raiſed a great Cry. But, conſidering the Uſe our Cler- 
py have made of that Title, there is no Reaſon that we 

ould yield it to them, unleſs they can fairly claim it by the 
New Teſtament. The idolatrous Church of Rome claim'd 
the Title of Prieſts to her Clergy ; but this was juſtly re- 


Jetted by our Fathers, together with the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs: Yet our Clergy, when they mean to refleE&;. on any 
4 


that ſhall pretend to act as Miniſters of the Goſpel, and ta 
adminiſtrate Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, without their 
Miſſion, never fail to uſe this Text for themſelves, and a- 
gainſt ſuch Invaders of their Propery, Hab. 5. 4, 5. And no 
Man taketh this Honour unto him ſelf, but be that is called of God 
as Aaron; So alſo Chrift glorified not himſelf to be made an High 
ey Our Fathers deny'd, That the Claim of this diſtin- 
puiſhing Title to the Clergy, had any Ground in the New 
Teſtament, notwithſtanding any Thing that might be alled- 
ped from 1 Cor. 9. 13: 14. yet this Text is inſiſted on as the 

rand Foundation for the Life our Minifters have by their 

ripends, which they plead the Chriſtian Nation ſhould afford 
them, even as the Prieſts who attended at the Altar, were 


maintain'd by the Otferings of the Nation of Iſrael at that 
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Altar 4. How far the Title Anbei; dffuln'd by the Cler- 


„has been connected with the Worſhip paid to them by 
ie Nations, or whether there be any Idolatry in the reli- 
ious Homage my receive, I leave it to you to conſider: 

Hut, let us ſee, if their Claim to this Title be any better 


founded in the New Teſtament, chan is the Claim to that of 


85 Gn this Subject you muſt, in the firſt Place, be a Critick : 
For, it is obſerved, ** That Presbyter (TIpsz&BuTepes ) which 


* is Elder, and the Word (TIpzoBiuw) that ſignifies to be, 
« or to act the Part of an Ambaſſador, come from the fame 


« Root (Theo-) in the Language wherein the New Te- 


e ſtament was pen'd.” And from this it is concluded; 


— 


* * : 
$3. #7 TY * "Pf | 2 2 - ? renn . Nn 
KLE 3 . — 5 N * * — 


ve” - oF * 


7 
. 


. The Lord hath ordain'd (Matth. 10: 10. Mae 10, 7.) 


That they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Go- 


ſpel, even as they which miniſtred about holy Things, did 
cat of the Temple, and they which waited at the Altar, were 


Partakers with the Altar. This Ordinance of the Lord took 


Place 1n the Time of the Apoſtles, when the Goſpel had the 
rreateft Influence to make the Diſciples liberal, and long be. 


rence betwixt living of the Goſpel, and living of an Act of Par- 


lament, which, by its proper conſtraining Power, raiſes ſuch 


Livings as the Goſpel never raiſed to the Apoſtles from 
Chriſt's Subjects, or from his willing People; as may appear 


from the Apoſtles Manner of living, and from this, That 
they were ſometimes obliged to work with their Hands for 


Neceſlarics to themſelves, and theſe that were with them. 
Aud they who pretend to ſucceed them under the Name of 


Presbyters or Biſbops, but are very clear for a Difference be- 
twixt themſelves and the Apoſtles on this Head, ſhould con- 


ſider that Paul ſers himſelf before the Epbeſian Presbyters or 


Biſhops, as an Example to them in this very Thing, when he 


ſays, I have coveted no Man's Silver or Gold; yea you yourſelves 


know, that theſe Hands haue miniſtred unto my Neceſſities, and 
to them that were with me. I have ſhewed you all Things, how 
* that o labcuring ye ought to ſupport the Weak, and to remember 
the IT ords of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give 

ban to receive, Acts 20. 17, 48, 33, 34 3% N 


ore there were any legal Stipends. But there is a vaſt Diffe- 


— 
„ 2 
o 


Times; and in our 


render d Subſtance 


rience; and Ambaſſador be 


er. A 


There can be no Miſs in LAT, a Presbyter an Ambaſſa- 
40 dor. 2 [I's 4: LE, 12 8 OE 1 


Whether they intend this mould hold, as to theſe Pref. 


byters who are not at all Miniſters of the Word, commonly 
called Ruling Elders, T ſhall not fay; But, if this Arguinerit 
be good, theſe muſt be ' Ambaſſadors too, as they are Preſ- 


byters of Elders ; yea, the Concluſion will be as ſtrong, That 


eyery Ambaſſabor is a Presbyter ; and even any Indian Atn- 


baſſador to our King, is doing the Office of a Presbyter, and 
may be, properly 55 ed by that Name. . 
: Yer I cannot tell if it will ſeem good to them who ſee tlie 
Force of this Argument, that all the Words which come 
cuouſly applied. As I cannot pretend to be Maſter of tlie 
Language, I am willing to learn from them on this Head: 


* 


from the ſame 3 that Language, ſhould be promiſ- 


Lea, they would oblige me extremely by letting me know 
further, if I muſt affix the ſame Idea to the iy Fg Word, 


ake but one 


1 oft as I find it in the Greek Teſtament. | | 
Inftance ; The 9 Word JToaoy occurs ou five 
ranſlation, it is thrice taken to ſignify 


+ wn 


COR (206: 9 ONT fr. 1, 0 $3 Olice beds 
. | Heb. 21, I.) and once Perſon, Heb. 1. 2. 
Poſſibly I might affix one Idea to this Word, that mould | 
anſwer to all the Texts where it is found ; but do youthitik 
: * uld allow me to deal thus with the Word d, 
Sa 


* 


2 


o* we ſhould not admit this Diſtinction, we can 


make no more of the Matter than this, viz. The Word EI 

der in the Greek comes from a Root that ſignifies an old Man, 

becauſe the Elder Office is one for one of Ape and Expe- 

Sig to the ſame Root, becatrſe - 

xperience.. And muſt we in- 
er from this, That the Exerciſe of the Elder's Office is the 


that Office requires Ape and 


| Exerciſe of the Office of an Ambaſſador; or that Elders are 


all Ambaſſadors? Then we ſhall next ſay, Becauſe a Ram 


is a Bull. ee 


4 4 Fey Yr ceed in the fame way of reaſoning, and:obſerye, . 


at; in the two Places where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of his 
adorſhip (2 Ger; 5. 18, 19, 26, — Eph. 6. 19; 18 
N ps | "Ret. I 3% ,$6,he 


* 
1 


— 


la I ſuppoſe underſtood the Greek Language, and he 
thought it no Blunder to diſtinguiſh the Derivates of 
f Migge, Legatus, from the Derivates of Hgtegus, ner. 
But tho! | 
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leo Nt tt ont og ESR cots er ann tommy apy et TEM 
li he takes that Title to himſelf, as a Preacher of the Ga- 


3 5 the Myſtery of the Goſpel. Now this is not a Thing pecu- 
bi or Biſhops, who are Labourers in the Word and Doctrine; 
k 4 and therefore fo muſt the Title Ambaſſador alſo be, 
4 d which is connected with the Preaching of the Goſpel in 
1 4 all the Texts where it is uſed. Lea, when the Apoſtle 
1 4 
4, Apoſtles were called Ambaſſadors, as they were Elders 
4 labouring in the Word and Doctrine; And as ordi- 
4 nary Miniſters of the Word ſucceed them in that Mi- 
4 niſtry, ſo do they likewiſe in their Ambaſſadorſhip, 
4 which they excerciſed as Miniſters of the Word.” T 
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. Though the, Notion of an Ambaſſador from God to an 
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I Matth. 28. 20. 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2, 3. with Fer. 3, 15. 4s 
þ 20. 28, —— 32. + As. 6. 2, 4. Rom. 12. 6, 7. 1 4 
44ð§᷑. IO, 11. Phil. 1. 1. 1 Zim. 3. 1, —_— LA TN 
; TEA OSS VVG 
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83. cannot appear at all to 6 n we are only think- 
q ing of the infudite Diſproportion and of our Baſeneſs before 
448 nim as Sinners; yet it anſwers well enough to the infinite, 
1 Conde ſcenſion that we behold in the Son of God, his ta- 
gry king Part with us in Fleſh aud Blood, and bearing our Sins in bis 
. n Hey on the Tres: For he is purſuing; this ſame aſtoniſh- 
el in ing Conde ſcenſion toward us, when he fends Ambaſſadors of 
offle Peace, beſeeching us, by this, to be reconciled to him; and 
as this is amazing, ſo muſt our Wickedneſs appear to be in 
| refuſing this Nieffge. The Apoſtles kept this divine Con- 
3 deſcenſion in View when en as God's Ambaſſadors, 
i and acted accordingly: For they did not imagine that their 
. honourable Office, as Ambaſſadors, gave them any Thing of 
that Superiority over theſe to whom they were Ambaſſadors, 
wk which their pretended Succeflors have drawn out of it. They 
e kept by the Notion of an Ambaſſador when they apply'> It 
' to themſelves, But we muſt point out the foreſaid Diffe: 
Ahe rence, fo as to make it appear that uninſpir'd Elders, or Bi- 
235 ſhops, preach as they will, do not ſucceed the Apoſiles in 
That Preaching as Ambatladors. 
1055 The Apoſtles were ſent as the choſen, Witneſſes. of the. 
Ain Lord's Reſurrection from the Dead, which they teſtified. in 
Ids their Preachings. Act, 10. 40, 41, 4 and 26. 16. with 
The _ They were immediately commiſſion d and inſpir'd/ with 
* the Holy Ghoſt, to declare the Import of Chriſt's Reſurrecti- 
ian, on, whereof they were Witneſſes, and to reyeal the whole 
yrer Counſel of God concerning that eternal Life which. was 
- manifeſted to them, and Which they. ſaw in Jeſus Ohriſt, 
and | 8 ſaw him alive fron #he Dead. 1 John I, '1,; &y 
"++. UNS . $5. 20. + "'Ier? OY 
115 ? They WB ſent to declare this whole Counſel of Gad, 
Dit. as the true Senſe and hid Meaning, or Myſtery (Nom. 16, 
* 25, 26. with Eph. 6. 19.) of the Old Teſtament, under 
| bo the infallible Conduct of the ſame Spirit wherewith the : 
"> | Prophets had been inſpir d, 1 Pet, 1. 10, 11, 12. Act 
26. 22, 23. and 10. 43, 44. 2 Pet. 1. 20, 211. 
— And this, together with the Signs and Wonders, and. 
ere diverſe Miracles which they had Power to work in the, 
5 Name of Jeſus, and the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt wherewirh, 
Us they were endued, and which were beftowed on Men hy 
2 the Laying on of W did inſtruct their Miſſion, 
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and thew'd them to be 42 to the Truſt committed to 
them. Heb. 2. 1, 2, 3, 4 So that the Belief of their Preach- 
ing, as the Teſtimony of God, is required of Men upder the 
Pain of eternal Death, and whoſoever disbelieves it, makes 
God a Lyar, becauſe he believes not the Teſtimony of God 
which they declar'd. Mark 16. 15, 16. John 20. 21, 22, 
23. 1 John 5. 10-——13 © Oo 1 
Their Teſtimony concerning Chriſt's Reſurrection, and 
Declaration of the Import of it, was the Preaching of Peace 
and Reconciliation with God by Jeſus Chriſt (Acts. 10. 36.) 
delivered for the Offences of Sinners of all Nations, and 
raiſed again for their Juſtification ; and Men are reconciled 
to God, in believing their Teſtimony. concerning the Re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God from the Dead, 
which is the Teſtimony of God. Rom. 4. 24, 25. Ch. 5. 
1. and Ch. 16, 8, 9.13, 1% 15. 1 Thefſii2, 1 46) 
God condeſended infinitely to the rebellious World, in 
ſending the Apoſtles and inſpir'd Miniſters of the Goſpel 
to them with a Meſſage of Peace from him. He gave 
them the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, impowering them ſo 
to propoſe his Seat, with all the Articles of it, to the 
World, as if he himſelf were doing it; and ſo the Apoſtle 
ſays, God hath given to us ( or committed unto us, or put 
in * the Word of R re 90> — then 7 are Ambaſ- 
fadors for Chriſt, as though God did be ſeech yeu by ut, we pray 
in 657 's 924 be ye er to God. Thas the Apoſtles, — 
Inſpir'd Miniſters of the Goſpel preach'd the Word of Re- 
conciliation as God's Ambaſſadors of Peace; and this 
was their Preaching that we have written to us in the New 
Teſtament. 85 3 
Now, ſuch is not the Preaching of ordinary Miniſters 
of the Word, who come with no new Revelation, nor im- 
mediate Commiſſion ; but, according to the Rules laid down 
by the Apoſtles, 4 Tim. zd Ch. Tit. 1 Ch.) the ans ap- 
pointed to inſtruèt, exhort and guide us by the Revelati- 
on of the Word of God's Peace, which is fully made al- 
ready by the Apoſtles his Ambaſſadors. And this, with- 
out any Power to add any Thug to the Meſſage of the 
Apoſtles, or to take any Thing from it, ar any Way to 
alter it. Gal. 1. 6, 7, 8. Rev. 22. 18, 19. And God doth 
not oblidge us to hold every thing they ſay concerning 
Recpnciliation with him in their Sermons, as his Word, 
f 


. 


br to believe that he is Ipeaking to bs all that they ſpeak; 


to and is beſeeching us to all that they require of us: For 

h- their Interpretations of the Preaching of the Apoſtles are 

he not infallible; as are the Apoſtolick Interpretations of the 

255 Prophets. Their Interpretations mult be try'd by the Word lh 
od of the Apoſtles and Prophets in the Scriptures, and re- ;| 
2, jected as far as they are not according to that; But if they 7 
e founded in theſe Scriptures, they are to be receiv'd as 1 
ad God's Word which he ſent by his Ambaſſadors, the Apo- 4 
_ ftles. 1 John 4. 6. Acts. 20, 28, zz, Re, þ 
) One would think, that a Man who believes the Scrip- . 
ad tures, or believes on Chriſt, thro' the Word of his Apoſtles. 0 
ed (Job. 1 5. 20.) needs not be told all this, needs not be inform | 9 
C- ed of any ſach Difterence betwixt the Preaching of the, i. 
* Apoſtles and the Preaching of ordinary Miniſters of the 1 
5 Word, as ſhould warrant the calling of the one Ambaſſadors, i 
55 in Diſtinction from the other; yet it is Fact, that ſome i 
1 ſtill plead there is no ſuch Ditterence, « Becauſe the Apo- 0 
el « ſtles proved the Truth of what they ſaid in their Preach- 7 
ve « ings by the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and the 5 
ſo <« Bereans are commended for fearching theScriptures dayly, 1 
ne « whether theſe Things were ſo: And they, might add, [iy 
le That our Lord himſelf (who told the Feeps, That if they 3 
uy believed not him to be the Chriſt; they ſhould dye in their 1 
4 _ ) alſo bade them ſearch the Scriptures, which teſtified | : 
id But, at this Rare of arguing and inferring the Identity 1 
* of Apoſtles and Elders, I might affirm to you; That any * 
Va private Chriſtian, who inſtructs or exhorts another by the b 
* Scripture; or who gives his ignorant Neighbour any In- 4 
= formation of the Way of Peace with God thro' Chriſt, I 
rs reveal'd in the Scriptures, and exhorts him accordingly, is | 
Dry God's Ambaſſador, and may be ſo called, as well as the A- 

do poſtles: For, if his Inſtruction and Exhortation be accord- 

* ing to the Scripture; which is the Word of God, his Neigh- 

ny bour is bound to receive it, as God's Word, from him 

= who is doing his Duty as God commands him in his Word. 

h- Our Presbyters, 1 fear, will grudge this Application of 

he the Title Ambaſſador to the private Chriſtian; and yet : 

o the Difference betwixt the Elders and the Brethren, or 

ig | . F 5 
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even in this Matter, as that betwixt the Apoſtles 
ders; unleſs it could be prov'd, That the Apoſtles were 
not {ent and impower'd to explain the Old Teftament in- 


the Elder and the 7 ger |, cannot appear to be ſo great, 


tallibly, or, That Elders are infallible Interpreters of the 


All this ſerves to let us ſee too manifeſtly, That our Preſ- 
byters want to have their Sermons of the ſame Account 
with the Preachings of the Apoſtles; yea, I may ſay, of 
greater + For while we muft receive their Explication of the 


Scriptures as the Word of God, = as we receive the 
Te 


Apoſtolick Explication of the Old Teſtament, the Apoſtles 
only explain'd the Old Teftament, but they explain both 


Old and New. 1 5 


And as to the Miſſion of Apoſtles to preach that I rd 
of Faith, which whoſoever believes ſhall be ſaved, they 


plainly take ir to themſelves, when they would have us to 
underftand their Preaching and their Miſſion to be meant 


by the Apoſtle, Rom. 1oth Chap. where he ſays, The Word 


is nigh thee, ———— that is the Word of Faith cubich ave preach : 
or whoſcever ſhall call on the Name of the Lord ſball be 


ſaved. How then ſhall they call on him in <vhom they have not 
believed? And how ſhall they believe in him of aubom they have 
ao: heard? And how Jball they. bear witbout a Preacher? And 


| bow ſball they preach except they be ſent? as it is written, How 
beautiful are the Feet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and 


bring glad Tidings of good Things | But they have not all obey'd 
tbe Goſpel : For Efaias ſaith, Lord, 4whohath believed our Report? 
So then, Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of 
It cannot be deny'd by Chriſtians, that this is true with 
Reſpect to the Preaching and Miſſion of the Apoſtles. 


God revealed unto them by his Spirit the deep Things of 
his Wiſdom, which none of the Princes of this World 


| knew, 


.— he . L 


— — — — . — — 
— . p 


II Pet. 5. 5. Likewiſe ye Younger (vecſrepat) ſubmit your- 
felves unto the Elder (-TIpsgBuTepors ) yea all of you be ſubje# one 
zo anotber, and be cloathed witb Humility : For God ſeth the 
Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humble. From this Text we 
may have a true View of the comely Order that God hath, 


appointed in his Churches, 
* | 


they hear without a 


„ whom he chooſed and ſent to publiſh the good 
« Peace, and bring glad 1 of good Things; for 
they have written to us the Things they preached, that 
<4 we might believe and be ſaved, in believing what they ſtill 
„ preach to us in their Writings. And as they tell us of 
-& Paſtors and Teachers, Elders or Bip 


% 


* 


knew, and which Eye had not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
had they entered into the Heart of Man; and he ſent them 
to teach theſe Things, not in the Words of the Teaching 
of Man's Wiſdom, bur in the Words of the Holy Ghoſt's 
Teaching (1 Cor. 2d Chap.) fo that, it might well be faid 
with Reſpect to their Preaching, How ſball they believe on him 
of aubhom they have not heard? Aud bow ſball they bear with. 
out a Preacher? And bew (ball they preach except they be ſent? 


For the Word of Salvation, thro Ebrift raiſed from the 


Dead, was only to be learn d at firſt from their Mouth to 
whom God reveal'd it, ſending them to tell it as good News 
ta the World. | 5 ; 2 33 


But after they publiſh'd the glad Tidings by Word of Mouth, 
75 Things they taught, as they ſay, 7 heſe are | 
aunitten that ye migbt believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Sow of 


they alſo wrote 
God, and that, believing, ye might have Liſe thro bis Name. John 


20. 31. It muſt he owned, therefore, That theſe have heard 
the Word of Salvation thro Chriſt, who hear them preach 


in their Writings, and that they Who haye their Writings 


are not deſtitute of the Mean of believing on the Son of 
God, unto Life eternal. Vea, they have a ready Anſwer to 
theſe Queſtions coming from any Set of uninſpir d Teachers, 
with Reſpect to their own Sermons and Miſſion, How ſball 
#hey believe on him 7 aubom they have not heard? And how ſhall 
Preacher ? And bow ſhall they preach except 


They can tell them, We hear of him from his n 


*$ 


„ whom. they cha 
<« racteriſe to us, beſeeching us to ſuf : + OT, 
„ hortation, becauſę they have written in few We 


00 4 13. 22.) 80 if we ſhall underſtand you to be theſe 
* Minifters of the Word, by the Characters they have given, 
and ſpecially by this, That you hold faſt in yo 


te that Word of Faith which they preached (without adding 
« thereto any Thing, or taking from it) ſo as to be able, by 
« that very Doctrine of theirs, both to Export ene | 
the Gainſayers, then we are willing to hear you, an 
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4 ought to pay you all (. Regard '® the Apoſtles require 
of us toward you, and becauſe they require it: But if you 
« come to us preaching up any other Rule or Standard of 
% Faith, beſide that very Word of Faith which the Apoſtles 
« preached and have written for us; and if you tell us, at the 
« ſame Time, That you are ſent to bring us the Word of 
« Salvation, and ſignify to us (as your Queſtions plainly im- 
<« port) That we cannot call on P b+ Name of the Lord and 
« be ſaved; becauſe we cannot hear of him, and ſo cannot 
« believe on him, without your Sermons, then we muſt 
tell you, we have Ground to look upon you as Preachers 
of another Goſpel, or Perverters of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 


and we are bound to hold by the Form of - found Words 
e written by the inſpired Miniſters, and hear them preach 
to us, without you or any other Teachers, but ſuch as are 


“ form'd upon the holy Scripture, and are holding faſt the 
« apoſtolick Form in their Teaching, ſd as to be able there- 


« by both to exhort and convince Gainſayers:** 


Jeſus Chrift ſent the Apoſtles as the Father ſent him ; bur 


the World call'd Chriftian is far from being agreed about 
the Miſſion of theſe who would be reckon'd ſent by him, as 


the Succeflors of his Apoſtles 


The Roman Clergy are ve confident the Proteſtants can- 
not lawfully preach, as Presbyters or Biſhops, becauſe they 


have not the true Miſſton, by an uninterrupted Succeſhon 
from the Apoſtles; and becauſe they are Hereticks andSchiſ- 
maticks from the holy apoſtolick Church of Rome, which has 


taken away the Ordination that any of them may pretend to 


- 


Terms upon which they received it. e 
Some Proteſtants again would aſſure us, the reſt cannot 
preach nor adminiſtrate the Sacraments, for Want of the E- 


piſcopal Ordination, by an uninterrupted Succeſſion, thro that 


have had from her, becauſe they departed from the only 


ſame Roman Church, from which they themſelves ſtand ſe- 


perated and excommunicated. 


In our Part of the Chriſtian World, the true Goſpel muſt 
be look'd for from them, who, being qualified with acade- 
mical Learning, have been rry'd and 3 a Claſſical 
Presbytery, without the Lord Biſhop, upon the Te 

Formula, which they ſabſcribe. Te” 


rms of the 


But ſome fay further, He that's ſent maſthe popular in his 


preaching, muſt have the Call of the Pariſh, i.e. of the Ma- 
RY FT ww OT CE” Wo, <1 5 Ps FI: privy | 


“ tion; therefore we ſhould he c 


Fd 
« 


jority, not of the Heritors and Elders, but of the Heads of 
Families who keep the Pariſh-Kirk, or of the Male-Com- 
municans +, that ſo he may come in by the Door f, and he muſt 
ſtand up for the covenanted Work of Reformation, if he 
would be accounted a' Preacher of the true Goſpel, and not 
be Iook'd upon as one that runs unſent. e 
And ſome of theſe juſtified their Miſſion (when call'd in 
Queſtion) by this, That they had not departed from any of 


the Terms of their Ordination, and by their Adherence. to 


the covenanted Presbyterian Reformation. This ſuppoſes 
the Validity of the Miſſion of the firſt Reformers, who had 
no other Ordination (as it is commonly galled) but from the 
Roman Church. And yet it carries a Reflection on their 
Miſſion, becauſe they deparred from the Terms of their 
Ordination, and had no other Ground to ſtand on but the 


Scriptures. N 


Now, all theſe different Sefts of Pretenders to the Apo- 
ſtolick Miſſion, have a People ready to belicye them; and to 


ſay after them, How can we believe to Salvation without 


our ſent Preachers? And how can theſe of any other Sect 


preach, ſeeing they are not ſent? But if it were granted to 
them in the firſt Place, truly to belieye that God ſent the 


Apoſtles, and in good Earneſt to hear their Writings, they 
would ſoon find a. ſatisfying Anſwer to theſe their Queſtions. 


The Apoſtles have their Name from their being ſent to 
preach the Word of Faith; and why then do not our Preſ- 
byters call themſelves Apoſtles, as wel as Ambaſſadors? The 


Argument for the one, is full as ſtrong for the other; For, 
can they not ſay, The Apoſtles had that Name from their 
«« being ſent to preach the Goſpel, the Word of Salyation: 
« But we are ſent to preach the Ro e Word of Salva- 


the proper Inference from theſe Queſtions, whereby they 
crave the Title Ambaſſador. Are not Miniſters of the Word 


1 


or to 


ſent? Have _w_ ot @ Commiſſion to Preach? We may there: 
fore be allow'd, 


either not to call them Ambaſſadols 


„ . 1 — 


* 
7 


This Point is net yet ſettled among them. 


This is aReference to the very Miſſion of Chrift himfelf, 


led Apoſtles? This is 


Hall 
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Feed the I. Preſence to th 
| World, with his Minifters and People ſerving him, is con- 


1 may 
ano leſs learn'dPresbyrerian , That thr Angel of t 


16 ; 5 
call them alſo Apoſtles. 0 true, this is not the Name gi- 
ven ordinary Paſtors and Teachers in the New Teftament'; 


but neither is the Name Ambaſſador. And tho? the Apofttes 
be expreſly diſtinguiſh'd from Elders by that Name, yet if 


our Presbyters had made as free with it as with Ambaſſador, 


the People would have as little gradg'd the Name, as they 
do the Claim to the very Thing intended by it, viz. That 


fame ſending to preach the Word of Salvation, which Is 


ſpoke of Rom. 10. 14, 15. EIN Es 
The general Commiſſion, Matth. 28. 19, 20. may be ſap- 


| pales to include Elders, as well as Chrift's Ambaſſadors the 


5 


poſtles, from what is faid there of Bapiiſeng, compar'd wirh 
theſe Words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1. 17. Chriff ſem me non 
to baptiſe, but to preach the Goſpel. But theſe Words lead us 
to think of ſome peculiar Excellency in his Miſſion and 
preaching of the Gofpel, ee that of ordinary Baptiſers. 

Lord's Promiſe, of his Preſence to the End of the 


* 


nected with the Inſtructions and Commandments which he 


b de to his Apoſtles, and which remain to this Day in their 


ritings, as we may believe they will do to the End of the 


Wal „ CCC 
Perhaps 40 1 may wonder that T have inſiſted ſo long on 


us AE „without taking any Notice af the Angel of the 
Church, Rev. 1. 20. Chap. 2. 1. The Name about which 


the Dioceſan Biſhop and the Claſſical Presbytery have been 
ſo long contending. Bur I'm afraid this Title fairs my _ 
as little as it does either of theſe Conrenders about it: For 
fay, with the Conſent of a learned Epiſcopalian *, and 
Name borrow'd from the ancient Synagogue, where we oy 

$ 


| whoſe Mouth the Congregation made their publick Praye 


to God, was call'd r ry e. The Meſſenger or 
1 70 of the Congregation. And it is remarkable, that this 


Buſineſs was not ſo confin d to the Rulers of the Synagogue, 


but that other Members were ſometimes employ'd in it; and 


a4 7.£ 


— 
— — p 


* Pridcaus Connex. Part iſt. Book K 


+ Vitringa de Synagoga Vetere. Lib. 3. Par. 2. Cap. 1, 23 3. 


* 


e Faith of Devils in 


* . | 

whoſoever was, at any 10 me, delegated from the Congrega- 
tion to ſpeak their Prayers to God, was the Angel of the 
Congregation for that Time: For, the proper Signification 
of the Word us'd in the Hebrew Language for an Angel, is 
a Meſſenger ; and therefore, as a Meſſenger from God to the 
People is an Angel of God, ſo a Meſſenger from the People 
to God is an Angel of the People. In this latter Senſe only 


was the Name of Angel given to that Miniſter in the ancient 
Synagogue. If this be the Cafe, I have nothing to do with it 


in ſpeaking of Ambaſſadors, or even Meſſengers from God.; 
and as little has the Dioceſan Biſhop or Claſſical Presbytery 
to do with the Mouth of a ſingle Congregation to God in 
Prayer, eſpecially where that is not confin d to the Rulers. 
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1 V this Time I ſup) oſe you have forgot A very.coriſide-. 
rable Branch of the Charge againſt the Letter on tire 


ſefulneſs of Catechiſms, which was, „ That it ſets up the 
Fai in Oppoſition to the true ſaving Faith de- 
t find in the Aſſembly s Catechi m. 
Ik you would underſtand this Charge, and fee how it ts 
founded, you muſt look to that Paragraph of the Letter , 
where I commend the New Teſtament above the Catechiſms, 


for a more clear and plain Deſcription of the Nature of ſa- 


ving Faith, and affirm {ome rhink, with great Impudence) 

That one may have a far better Notion of that Grace from 

chiſm, or the Sermons form'd upon it. 
There I give but a Hint of my Opinion concerning the 


Nature of Faith, as it is pointed out in the New Teſtament, 


A vv 


the New. Teſtament 1t{elf, than fro rhe Aſſembly's Cate- 


and there diſtinguiſh'd from all the other Graces that far“ 
from it, and are inſeparable from it. But now, to prevent 
any Strife about Words. and avoid being the Author of'a 


Definition of Faith, I ſhall give it you in the Words ofla 
pretended Ambaſſador, which I find in an Account he gives, 
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| us of the Nature of that Faith whereby we are united to 


Ohriſt, and bleſſed, in Diſtinction from Repentance, Lope, 


and all the other Graces that always attend it . His Words 
are, Faith credits the Record of God in his Word concerning his Son, 
Hie adds more that, he ſays, Faith does upon the Warrant 


of God's own Mord. But, while J agree with this Ambaſſador 
Jo far as to the Nature of faving Faith, I may. plead to be 


excus'd from adding what he there adds, till he. be pleas'd 
to diſtinguiſh that from Repentance, Love, and all the o- 
ther Graces always attending it: Or, if he nan not to tell 


us the preciſe Nature of Faith, but to deſeribe it by its ne- 


ceſſary Fruits that ſhew it to he true; when he ſays, It ap- 


proves, it truſts or reſts; I ſo far agree with him. Bur here 


again I would add more, and ſay, It <vorks good Works... And 


1 1 
tion of Faith; Or, if this cannot be obrain'd, I muſt inſiſt, 
That this Definer of Faith ſhould point it out in its preciſe 

Nature, as diſtinct from all the other Graces. attending it: 


And this, becauſe the Scriptyre not only deſcribes Faith by 
the Fruits of it, and particularly good 


ä Works; but likewiſe 
points out to us the Nature of it, in Diſtinction from alt o- 
ther Graces; and that I take to be, as my Author ſays, The 
n Record of God, in his Mord concerning his ' Son, as 
true; and J us 
this Faith, is done bon the Warrant of God's own Word. © 
From what is ſaid, you may perceive the whole Founda- 


tion that can be found for this Charge againſt the Author of 


and ! and 7 as importing more than g7 
ecord of God in his Mord concerning his Son, I can 


Preſly diſtinguiſhing Faith from Lore, and from Hope, (1 C. 
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13:13.) and yet it 1 3 Por; Faith abr, 
keth by Love (Gal. 5, C.) and is the Subſtance of Things hoped | 
for, Heb. 1 1. 3. And ſe doth it connect good Yorks with 
Haith, which are likewiſe diſtinguiſhed from it: For Fai: 
eoithout Warks.is dead, being alone; and, ſceſt thou how Faith 
wrought <vith bis Works, and by H/orks cas Faith made perfect, 
Jam. 2. 17; , 22: As I dare not, therefore, ſeparate 
theſe Things which God hath conjoin'd in his Word, I'm, 
afraid to gppfound the Things that he bath expreſly diſtin- 
guiiſhed:.\” Fer this Rraſon I cannot approve of the Definition 
of Faith i t Aſſembly's Catechiſm; and hence came the 
ſo much clan d of Impudence in recles Fault with it. 
And this is ah. Cauſe (on my Part) of its bei afirm'd 
with great Confidence, That I am if an Error, a great. 
Error! a fundamental Etror ! and under ſtrong Deluſion! 
© _ my Faith is the Faith of Devils, and that L am left 
% A 0. 16d en 
Theſe terrible Words, you know, have a ſb greater | 
Influence, than any Argument or Evidence of Truth gan 
have; with the Mob, which you. muſt ſuppoſe. to be fifl'd 
with a mortal Hatred of Error and Deluſion, and of the Devil, 
with every Thing that's declared by the Ambaſſadors to be- 
long unto him, and ready enough to perſecute and take any one 
againſt a Practice 4, | which, in other Oaſes,; they bear with 
Patience, by its being recommended to their Wrath in thef 
Words of an Ambafſador's Sermay +, I am bold to avarn 5 
againſt ſuch an alominable Practice it is, with a M itneſi, a 
trampling under Foot the Son of God, anda counting the Blood of 


a ! 


the Covenant whitewith we * ave ſanttifitt, an unholy ol common 

4 "Theſe Words, you ſeeate taken from theDeſcription of the 
umnpardenable Sin, in the Epiſtle to the Heb. Chap. 19.26, 

29. Bat however mpebEvil was in chat Practice, I may be bo 
to ſay, it was not the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt : Or, if ik 
bas Veen that Sin; the Hands of the Mob would have heen 
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Here the Seriptäre Expreſſion i; altered. 
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31. with Rom. 12. 18, 


( a6. ) 


diately following, which the Apoſtle applies to that Caſe, Ven- 


eafily held, by theAmbaſlador's telling them the Words imme: 


geance belongeth unto me, I will recompence, ſaith the Lord. 


It js a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands of the living God, Heb. 
10. '30; 31. And perhaps they would give more Heed to 
him than they do to the Apoſile ſpeaking in that Paſſage; if 
He were but as bold to warn them 1 5 Mobbing (which he 
Cannot juſtify) by this, That the Deſpiſers of Moſes's Law 
died by the Hands of Men to whom it belonged to execute 
the Vengeance; for they died under tas or [threes Witneſſes. 


But the greateſt Deſpiſers of the New 'Covenatit in Chriſt's 


Blood, fall into the Hands of the living God; who ſays; 
Vengeance belongeth unto me; Iwill recompence, Heb. 10. 28. 
21. If they wert allowed to 
think on this, they might learn a Difference betwixt the Law 


of Moſes and the New Covenant, which they would find of 
more Uſe to them, and more to their real Advantage, than 
they ate willing to believe. But I muſt not wander from my 


Subject. 


© TI'was going to tell you, That I made the Definition of 


Faith, which I took from my Author; no further mine, than 
as I took it to refer to the 5th Chap. of the iſt Epiſtle of 
Ju, from whence the Words of it have been at farſt taken 

y ſoine.hiody that has been taking an Account of Faith 


rom theBible itſelf ; for the Aſſembly's: Catechiſm makes 
ho Reference to this Paſſage. And I. muſt beg your Pa- 


tience till you have my Notion of Faith, even that ſame 


Faith that is connected with eternal Life, as it is deſcribed 
I. And now you ſhall find me deſcribing Faith by Receiv- 


teſtified of bis Son. 
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New Teſtament 


form'd upon it: 
P 


1 


fy. any good Diſpoſi 


21 


to us: For this is the Meaning o 
Hearts, as he 1s offered to us in the Goſpel. 
I am not therefore aſham'd of my confident 
ainſt the Catechiſm, with the Sermons 
or the Apoſtle commends himſelf to me 
exceedingly above his pretended Sueceſſors, by his Plainneſs 
and Clearneſs to the meaneſt Capacity, on a Subject wherein 
the moſt ig norant of Mankind have an infinite Concern. 

They know well; by dayly Practice and Experience, from 
their Infancy, what it is to receive the Witneſs of Men, or 
to take Man's Teſtimony. From this the Apoſtle leads us 
into an Uptaking of the Faith demanded in the Goſpel, only 
by putting God's Teſtimony in Place of that of Man; and as 
God is greater than Men, ſo is his Teſtimony with our re- 
ceiving it, differenced from theirs, If this may yet poſſibly be 
miſtaken, he points it out to us by its Oppoſite, which is, Not 
believing the Teſtimony that God bath teſtified of his Son, 
is to make him a Liur. To this agr | 
Baptiſt, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ohn 3. 32, 33. And what he bath 
ſeen and heard that be tefiifieth, and no Man receiveth his Teſti- 
mony. He that bath received his Teſtimony, bath ſet to his Seal 
#hat God is true. Though it ſhould be granted to our Catechi- 
ſers, that receiving - ſtands in their large Senſe, Jobn 1.. 12. 

- (But as many as received him; to them gave he Poxyer, or Right, 
: #0 become the Sons of God; to them that believe on his Name) no 
more could be infer d from. it, but that they that believe in 

his Name are they that receive him, even as they, are they 
that do his Commandments. Vet if they will plead upon 
the Supplement EVEN, and affirm that receiving and believing 
are utterly. the ſame Thing in this Text; then this receiving 
muſt be the ſame that's deſcribed 


9 * 


en they are giving us an 


receiving Chriſt into our 


Boaſting in the 


and that 


ee the Words of John 


Y the Apoſtle and Jahn 
Account of believing, 


and 


RE 7 0 
and not receiving in the large Senſe: For if, in that large 
Senſe, it be the very ſame with believing, then we muſt ſay, 
That Sinners are juſtified and intitled to Sonſhip, by receiv- 
Ing Chriſt as their King to do his Commandments. 


II. But let us next attend to the Apoſtle, as he deſcribes 
Faith by that which” is believed, and that is, That Jeſus 
(ho came by Water and Blood) is the Ghrift, is the Son of God; 
and That God hath given to us eternal Life, and this Life is in 
His Son; he that hath the Son bath Life; be that bath not the Som 


P f A Pop hh rnd; ener nd ng Fey 
The Teftimony of God that we are called to receive or be- 


lieve, is concerning Jeſus who died on the Croſs, whoſe Side 


was pierced by one of the Soldiers, after they {aw that he 
was dead already, and forthevith there came out Blood and Water, 


John 19. 33, 34, 35. 3 . 
We are to believe conderning this Jeſus, That be is the 
Chriſt, or the Meſſiah that was promi ſed and 3 of 


in the Old Teſtament, and that all that was ſaid there of that 


Meſſiah is verified, and holds true only and fully in him; and 
eſpecially, Jbat he is the Son of Gad, deſeribed by this ſame Apo- 
ſtle in the firſt Chapter of the Goſpel written by him, where 
the Son of God is called theli ora as he is likewiſe in this Paſ- 
fage) and declared to be the eternal God by whom all 
Things were created, John 1. 1, 2, 3, 14, 1 57 33 34. 


And this is the Teſtimony, That God hath given 10 us eternal 


Life, and this Life 5s in bis Son. This giving is more largely 
E by hc Apoſtle in this ſame Epiſtle, Chap. 71 
10. where he ſays, In this aas manifeſted the Love of God 10 
ward us, hecauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the World 
that eve might live through him. - Herejn is Love, not that aue loved 
God, but that be loved us, and ſemt his Son, the Propit iation for our 
"Sins. Compare Gal. 4. 4, 5, 6; and Rom. 3. 21,26. 
He -hikewiſe ſhews us how God hath given us eternal Life in 
his Son, when he tells us, That he, and the reſt of the Wit- 
neſſes of his Reſurrection, ſaw this eternal Life begun in 
him, when he ſhew'd himſelf alive to them from the Dead, 
by many infallible Proofs, in Preſence of the Diſciples that 
were with them, and made them his'VWimnefles of what they 
thus ſaw (As 1. 3. 8.) He ſays, Chap. 1. 1, 2, 3. That 
4 —which ave bade heard, which de have fee with m Eyes, 
wphich ave have looked upon, and ow Hands bude bandied f the 
Uu e Life (fot the Life Wat manifeſted, ant Sr bath hehe, 


23 | 

and bear Witneſs, and ſheed unto you . eternal Life which cvas 
with the Father, and was manifeſted unto us) that which we have 
ſeen and heard, declare we wnto you, that ye alſo may have Frl. 
lowſbip with us, and truly our Fellowſhip is cvith the Father, and 


with his Son Jeſus Cbriſt. | 


This, with whar is fad Chap. 2. Ver. 19, may ler'tts fee” 


who are meant by US, to whom we muſt believe that God 


hath given eternal Life, in raiſing his Son from the Dead. 


made by Jeſus Chriſt in Preſence of his Apoſtles, obs 17. 

9, 20, 21. I pray for them, I pray not for the World, but for. 

them which thou haſt given me: Po they are thin. 
he 


Neuber pray I for theſe alme, but for them alſo.which ſbali believe 
on me thro” their Word; that they all may be one, as thou Fa- 


. ther art in me, and I in thee, that they alſo . one iy wy that 


he World may believe that thou haſt ſent me. This is that Com- 
pany. we is pointed out to John in the Viffon (Rev. 5. 9.) 
out of every Kindred and Tongue, and People and Nation. 
And thus we may underſtand who they are that have the 


: 


* * 1 * 


Sn, and therefore have this Life which is in him. "They are 
theſe of every Nation and Sort of Men, withour Dif- 
ference; who have received or believed this Teſtimony of 
God concerning him; as we may alfo. ſee plainly from the 
10. and 13. Verſes of this Chapter, He that believetÞ on the 
Son of God hath the Witneſs in himſelf. ——— Theſe Things 

have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of 
God, that ye may know that ye have eternal Life. *  _. 

We may compare this with what Paul ſays to the ue, 


* 


Chap. 10. 6,.— 14. Say not in thine Heart, <vho ſhall aſten 
into Heaven ? That is, to bring Ghrift down : Or, aubo ball aſcend 


into the, Deep ? That is, to bring up Chriſt again from the 3 N 
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not in thine Heart any Thing that may import, that the 
Son of God came not down from Heaven to fulfil the Law for 
Sinners of all Nations; or, that he lies yet nuder Dearh, as 
if he had not falfilled the Law, nor given complete Satifac- 


tion to. the offended Majefty ol God, for the Sins of his 
d ple in his Death : For rhis is the Import of the Way of 


eres, that deres Men to go-about to eſtabliſh a Righ- 


ng to the Lamb, Dog haſt redet d us to God by thy Blood, 
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that is the Word of Faith which we preach, that if thou ſhalt confeſs. 


5 7 thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine Heart, 
that God hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſbalt be ſaved: For 
pit h the Heart + Han. believeth unto Righteouſneſs, and with the 


| Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. For whoſoever 


ſhall call on the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved: How then fall. 


they call on him in whom they have not believed? This then is that. 
Faith whereby we have Chrift, with the Life from the 


Dead that is in him; even our taking God's Teſtimony, or 
believing him, that he hath raiſed Jeſus Chriſt his Son from 
he Dead; And what elſe is this but the Knowledge and 


Perſwaſion of this Truth by Teltimony,? yea, if it were any 
Thing elſe, it behoved to get another Name than Faith. 


III. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of this Teſtimony as it is the 
Ground of this Faith, and points it out to us ſeveral Ways. 
He ſays, There are Three that bear Record in Heaven, where. 


| Jeſus, the Word, appears loriouſly alive from the Dead, in 


the Name of all his Peop e, through the Merit of his Obe- 3 


dience to the Death, and thereby declares himſelf to be the 
Son of God, in whom there is eternal Life for his People; 
and thereby alſo the Father, who gave him that Life, as the 


due Reward of his Obedience to the Death, declares the 


ſame Thing; as does likewiſe the Holy Ghoſt, by whoſe Power 


he was raiſed from the Dead, and is glorified in Heaven as 


the Head of his Body the Church. 


The Teſtimony that we believe is expreſly called the Te- 
ſtimony of God the Father concerning his Son; and in his 
teſtifying, he has Two other Witneſſes concurring with him; 
The Ward, or the, Son himſelf, who declares fis Father's 
Name unto his Brethren (Feb. 2. 12. John 17. 26 For 
as none knoweth the Son bur the Father, ſo none knoweth 
the Father ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will 
% Mata eee ee re reveal 


— 


teouſneſs of their own; and this Way of thinkin and ſpeak. 
For 6 96 very Oppoſite. of faving Faith, and of, the Confeſ- 
' + The Heart cannot be taken here to ſtand in Diſtincti 


* 


} » 
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from the Perſwaſion of the Mind, but from the Gonk: ny 
the Mouth. 8 eee 


. V 


a T be Word is nigh thee, in thy Mouth and in thy Heart ; 


io, 


* Ne 
reveal him (Matth. 11. 27.) And the holy Ghoſt, whoſe Work 
ir is to teſtify of the Son, John 15. 26. Theſe two con- 
curred with him in the Creation of all Things, and without 


1 


And theſe three are onb. The Nord and the Holy Ghoſt, who 
bear Witneſs With the Father in the Divine Teſtimony, are 
one and the ſame God with bim *; ſo that we belieye theſe 
three when, we receive the Teſtimony that's greater than 
that of Men; hecauſe it is the Teſtimony of God. We look 
on them as three diſtinct Witneſſes, and we look on them as 
one and the fame God; in believing their Teſtimony; and 


therefore the Belicyers of Chriſt's Refurrection are bay: 


. 


Th 6. 23 .) in the Name of theſe three. 


The Teffimony of the Divine Three, who bear Record 
in Heaven, is on Earth, in che Teſtimony of the Three 
that bear Witneſs there: For the "Apoſtle ſays, here are 
Three that bear Witneſs on Earth, the Spirit. and the Water and 
the Blood, and theſeT bree agree in oe. And he lays the main 


Streſs of 'this upon the Spirit, when he ſays, This is be that 


came by Water "and Blood, Feſus Cbriſt. And it is the Spiris 
— % 5 e » . on. 44 i. * 8 77 . f.. n 8 * Rr ” 75 4 F „„ 4 
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e Spirit, as it is here an ee from the Holy _ 
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is not ts be taken for his Perſon ; but it is the Word 0 
the Truth of the Goſpel,” concerning the Sufterings of Chriſty 
and the following Glory, which Was preached © by the R- 
tides, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven, 1 Pet. 
1. 16, 11, 129 And the Goſpel it ſelf that was dee 
the Apoſtles; is here Called the Spirit, as it is the Senſt and 


I 


eaning, the Scopẽ and Drift of the Old Teſtament, which 


— 
* 


* 
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2 Or. 34. 'Chath.. and'the Fleb, Gal. 3. 3. The Apoſtle 'bim- 


ſelf may be underſtgod thus-to'ſhew us, that it is the Tru 


of the Goſpel, that he means by the Word Spirit, as he ſays, 


For the Spirit is the Truth, or, of the Truth is the Spirit. 
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Deut. 6. 4. Jehovab our Elvhim is one es 


Letter to a Biſhop, Ec, and Chriſtianity very near as old as 


* » 


the Creation. 
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kiſedd  (Matth: 28. 1g.) and blefled (2 Cor. 13. 14. with 
e 7 ) 7. 


we ting; in Diſtinstien from the Goſpel, called the Letter, 


The 
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teach us, That our Nation ſhould make à Covenant 


' | ( : 26 ) | | 12 
Tue Goſpel it ſelf beareth Witneſs to us, as it is the 
Spirit, the true Senſe and Scope of the Old Teſtament: And 
therefore we find the Apoſtles ſetting forth Chriſt as the 
End of the Law, in whom all the Promiſes of God are yea and 
Amen; and declaring that they ſaid none other Things but 
hat Moſes and the Prophets did ſay ſhould come, That Cbri 
thould ſuffer, that heſbould be the ff that ſbould riſe from the 
Dead, and ſbeuld ſhew Light unto the People, and to the Gentiles. 
And in all their Preachings and Writings; they ſtill ſet forth 

that which they teſtified, as the Senſe and Drift of the Ola 
Teſtament, Nothing ſerves more to convince us that the Go- 
ſpel is the Word of God, or to ſhew us the divine Glory ſhin- 
ing in it, than when we are made to View it as the Spirit of 
the Law of Moſes, or of the whole Old Teſtament: For thus 
we have the whole Strength of the Evidence that's carried 
in the Old Teftament Revelation, and in, the New, be- 
fore us at once: And therefore nothing could be more 
N than the Apoſtle's ane Goſpel the Spirit, where 
he ſpeaks of its Teſtimony as the Ground of Faitn. 


. * 


the New Teſtament by the Name Spirit, from the Old Te- 
ſtament, which . Lang them to call the Fe and the 
Letter. And this Way of ſpeaki 9g was exceeding, figni- 
ficant, as it at inc expreſſed the Nature of the Difference 
and the Connection betwixt the two, and ſignified the Ne- 
ceſſity of the New Teſtament with reſpect to the Old, with 
its great Excellency above it. But when their pretenged 
Succeſſors (ſecking a worldly Kingdom to themſelves, 
like that of the Old Teſtament) thought fit to lay aſide, 


the Apoſtolick Diſtinction betwixt the New Teſtament and 


ſpeaking 
two Covenants, which was very plain to the firſt Chriſtians, 


8 againſt the Fews, became very dark, and turned 


aun ⏑ↄ ¶ !A us ĩͤ ß ̃ũͤ ͤ— 
We need not wonder at this, when we find our pre- 
ended Ambaſſadors maintaining their Kingdom, which is of 


E 


this World, after the Example of the Kingdom of Iſrael 


(tho? it be but a very poor Imitation of it) by telling us, 


- we mult not call theſe,  #«vo Covenants, as we ſee the Apoſtle 


expreſly doing, Gal. 4th Ch. and Heb. 8th Ch. but tavo Di/? 
. NN of one and the ſelf ſame Covenant. And they, 
with 
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\. The Apoſtles taught the firſt Chriſtians to diſtinguiſh, 


LL LE EC... - 

the fog, according to the Covenant that God made with the 

and Nation of Iſrael, when he took them by the Hand to bring . 
i Los them out of the Land of 7 7 tho' it be moſt manifeſt, | 
y of that God, by his Apoſtles and Prophets, ſays the quite con- 1 
75 trary. Heb. 8. 8,.— 13. with Fer. 31. 31, —34. * | 
tiles. But however uſeleſs this way of ſpeaking of Letter and ; 
"1th Spirit, has been made in this Caſe, by the Doctrine of our L 
Ola Divines ; yet it is not quite out of Uſe among Men in other l 
Go- Caſes : ForlT think I have heard our Lawyers ſpeaking of f 

in- the LETTER of the Law, and the SPIRIT of the Law. L 
t of Paul ſhews the Excellency of the Glory of the New : 
hus Teſtament, or the Spirit, which is miniſtred by the Apoſtles | 
fied of Chriſt, above the Glory of the Miniſtration of the Old a 
be- Teſtament, or the Letter. He tells us the Glory of that 
ore Letter, was the Glory that ſhined on the Face of Moſes, which 
ere the Iſraelites could not ſtedfaſtly behold, and which was to. 

By be done away; But the Glory of the New Teſtament, which 1 
iſe, is the Spirit, 1. e. the Intent and Scope of that Letter, is | 
Ie... the very Divine Glory that ſhines in the Face of Feſus Chriſt, f 
the. and from him into the Hearts of his Apoſtles, who mini- 5 
ni ſtred that Spirit ſo. plainly, that all Believers may by that. 4 
ce Miniftration behold the unvailed Glory of the Lord, 2 Cor. : 
L . b 
ith | _ But that which we are eſpecially to notice here, is, that 
led it is ſaid concerning the firſt Covenant, Neither cas the rſt 
es, dedicated without Blood : For when Moſes had ſpoken every Pre- 
de, cept to all the People, according to the Law, he took the BLOOD 
nd of Calves, and of Goats, with WATER and Scarlet Wool, and 
eſs. Hop, and ſprinkled both the Book and all the People, ſaying, This 
ns, is the Blood of the Teſtament which God hath 4 4 unto you, 
ed Heb. 9. 18, 19, 20, with Exod. 24th Chap. And here it is. 


faid of Jeſus, the Mediator of the New Covenant, Fhat 


1 he came by Water and Blood. 

of The not breaking of Chriſt's Bones, when the Bones of 
1 the Thieves were broken (John 19. 31, 32, 73.0 was a 
185 Circumſtance of his Death, that not only ſhew'd him to have 
le been manifeſtly dead, but pointed forth his Death as the 
3/2 Truth of, the Sacrifice of the Paſſoyer, Jobn 19. 36. with 
ey Exod. 12. 46: And John, who takes notice of that, declares 
th. this other Circumſtance of his Death, as of no Tad Im- 
I, portance with reſpect to our Faith, That when his Side was 


peirced, according to the Bis © John 19. 37. with Zech. 
* Ew . | Ny | 2 | 3 * * q 12. 
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Holy Ghoſt, John 7. 38, 39. thro' which alſo he had . 


The Apoſtle ſays, He came not in Water only, but in Ha-. 


( 28. * 


12. 10.) forthwith there came out Bloo and Water : For he 


ſays upon it, And he that ſay it bare, Record, and bis Record is 
true, and he knoweth that be ſaith true, that ye might believe, Jobn 


19. 34 35. For this Blood and this, Water bring to Mind 
the Blood and the Water at the Dedication of the firſt Co- 


WE Fe * 7 


venant, and ſo they point forth Chriſt's Death as the Truth 
of the Sacrifices whereby the Covenant was confirmed. 
Thus our Lord, in the Inſtitution of his Supper, ſets forth 
his Death as the Confirmation of the New Covenant, as he 
refers to theſe Words of Mloſes at the Dedication of the 


Fee ee ie the Blond eee, eee. 
Tee 


Covenant, when he ſays, This, is my Blood of the New 
ment, or Covenant. Matth. 26. 28... 4k 1:32 SL 4 od 
No this Blond and Hater, anſwering. to the Blood and 


the Water of the firſt Covenant, teſtify and declare, that 


the Death of Chriſt put an End to that firſt Covenant, and 
by theſe God ſignifics to us, that the ne Covenant of eternal: 
Life from the Dead, is now in full Force by his Death, and 
firmly eſtabliſhed with him that died: For to declare the 
Covenant eſtabliſhed with him by Blood and Water on his 


n ww 


dead Body, was plainly to ſhew that this Coyenant was to give 


him Life from the Dead. And, as this Life could not take 
Place but by his fulfilling and aboliſhing, the firſt Covenant 
in his Death, it is hereby ſignified that this Life is in him; 
fo that whoſoever hath him hath Life, and whoſoever hath not him 
The Blood is the Sign, or Symbol, or Emblem of the at- 
toning meriting Virtue of his Obedience to the Death; 

55 Mater 1s the Sign of the efficacious Working of the 


fered up himſelf, without Spot, Heb. 9. 14. By Virtue of this 
Blood he was brought again from the Dead, Heb. 13. 20. 
and fo declared to be the Son of God, who, as be had Power 
#0. lay down'his Life, had Poxper to take it again, by his own 
infinice Merit. And he was raiſed again from the Dead by 


. * 


the Efficacy of this Living Water, that | ſprings up unto ever- 
lafting Life. And by this Blood and this Water of the 
New Covenant, all his People are made Sharers with him 


in the eternal Life to which he was raiſed. Rom. 8 10, 11. 


. . 


ter and Blood. When he came in the Fleſh, being made 
ofa Woman, made under the Law, and was about to enter 
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on the Excerciſe of a. Office, as 4 Miniſter of the Circum-- 


ein (Rom. 15. 8.) he came in Water, at the Baptiſm of 


Jahn, where be appeared as the Son of God undertak- 
ing to fulfil all the Righreouſheſs of the Law för his 
People, and the Voice of the Father was heard from Hea- 
ven; ſaying, This is. my beloved Son, in «hom I am cbell pleaſ- 
ed, and the Spirit of God deſcended under the Emblem of 
a Dove, and remained on him ; ſo that Joby ſaw and ate 
Record, That this is the. Son of God, Matth. 3. 13,17. John 


E, urge g. But this is not all that ſetves to ſhew him 
to be the Son of God, neither did the Life from the Dead 
wo appear in him by the Baptiſm of hn, as it did by the 
zaptiſm ( Luke 12. 50.) with Water and Blood: For when 
he came again from the Dead into his Kingdom, or when 


he came in the New Covenant he came not in Water only, 
wa did under the Law, but in Water and Blood. In the 
Vater that came out of his peirced Side, importing the 


Life-giving Efficacy of the Spirit of God, which ſhewed it. 
ſelf in the raifing of him from the Dead unto eternal Life. 
And this could not be without the Blood that came with it 
importing his own infinite Merit, the Merit of his attonin 


Dead : For he was brought again from the Dead in the' Blood 
of the everlaſting Covenant, wherein God calls not Tee] 
again to, Remembrance, by requiring any more Sacrifice 
o 

thus the Vater and the Blood concur with the Word of 


Laith which the Apoſtles preached, the Spirit or Senſe of the 


21d Teſtament, in teſtifying to us, that we may believe, That 


Cal hath given us eternal Life, and this Life is in bis Ln, He 
that bath the Son bath Life, be that bath not the Son of God hath 


not Life. And in believing this, that's thus teſtified to us by 
the Three witneſſing in Earth, agreeing in One with the 


Teſtimony of the Three witnęſſing in Heaven, we ſet to our 


Seal that God is true. 
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IV. The Apoſtle dedares that this Faith is the Effect 


of our being born of God: For he ſays, Ver. 1. Whoſe. 
ever believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God. And 
however eaſy they may imagine this to be, who are 85 , 


excerciſed in examining themſelves. as 10 their Belicf of 


the Truth of the Goſpel, nor ſtudying to behold the E- 


$ Truth, but take it as a Tradition from their 
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vidence of it 
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erin which ſhewed it ſelf in his Reſurrection from the 
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Fathers; yet it muſt be, owned by them who would not 
deny the Scriptures, That there is ſuch a Belief, that can- 

not be without the New Birth. However wicked Men, or. 
their Father the Devil may believe, we are aſſured here, 
there is a Belief of the Truth, which is the Effect of being' 
born again. And this Belief that's peculiar to the Children' 
of God, as they are begotten of him, muſt be of a different 
Nature from any Belief. that's to be found in the Chil- 
dren of the Devil, however much the one may reſemble 
the other. They who are enlig 
with Joy, ſo as to join the Children of God in the Confeſh- 
on of the Faith, and yet draw back to Perdition, have not. 

that ſame Knowledge of the Truth, nor that Perſwaſion 


% 


htned, and receive the Word 


of it upon its proper Evidence, that the Children of God 


have, who believe to the ſaving of the Soul : Therefore 
the Faith of them who believe to the ſaving of the Soul, is 
called, The Evidence of Things not ſeen, in Diſtinction from 
theſe who draw back to Perdition. Heb. 10. 39. Ch. 11. 1. 
This Birth, whereof Faith is the Effect, 7s not of Bloods, nor 
of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Hill of Man, bit of God ( Fobn 
I. 12, 13. ) who, of his own Will, begat us with the Word of 
Truth, that ave ſhould. be a Kind of firſt Fruits of his Creatures. 
(James 1. 18.) Being born again not of corruptible Seed ( as I/ 
rael, the Children of God according to the Fleſh, whoſe 

irth, though it was by Vertue of God's Promiſe to Abra- 
bam their . yet was of corruptible Seed) bat of in- 
corruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever, 


1 Pet. 1. 23. Thus our Lord points out this ſpiritual Birth 


to Nicodemas, and diſtinguiſhes it from the Fleſbly, where- 
in the es gloried, John 3. 3, 5, 6, 8. Except a Man be 


born again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Except a 
Man be bern of Water and Spirit ( Iſaiah 44 3, 4.) he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. That which. is born of the Fleſb. 


is Fleſh; and that ar bich is born of the Spirit is Spirit.— 


The Wind bleweth- where jt liſteth, and thou heareſt the Sound 
J 


ereof,, but canſt not tell whence it cometh ; ſo is every one that's 
born of the Spirit. UE LA POT; Yo SRO” 9214 THY 


The Faith of God's Teſtimony concerning his Son, where 


y we ſee the Kingdom of God, and enter into it, is not, 
therefore, of curſelves, it is the Gift of God, who gave his Son, 
and „5 us eternal Life in him, when he raiſed him from 


the 
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ad, Eph. 2. 4,—8. And it 3s given us in ie Behalf f 


3 


and, ratified the new Covenant f of eternal Life from the 


* 
Nene 


2 ( 31 J 
Chriſt. Phil. 1. 29. and 


A 


| or his Merit, that brought him a 
gain from the Dead; for we obtain it trough the Righte- 


owſneſs of our God and Saviour Feſus Ghrift. 2. Pet. 1. 1. As it 


is allo wrought in us ( by Means of the Goſpel ) by the 
Power of the Spirit of God, which wrought in the raiſing 


of him from the Deadi Eph. 1. 19, 20. Cal. 2. 12. 


V. The Apoſtle ſhews us, That this Belief of the Truth, 


which proceds from the new Birth, diſtinguiſhes itſelf by 


its peculiar Fruits and Effects, as we ſec, from Ver. 1, to 5. 
And theſe are firſt Love to God and to the Children of God, 


who know the Truth, and that for the Truth's Sake which dævel- 


leib in them (2 John Ver. ad.) This again muſt be eviden- 


ced in. keeping the Commandments of God, or doing the good 
Works that he requires, ſpecially the Works of Love one 


. 


to another, cv n as Chriſt. layed us, a cording to his new 


Commandment :, For hereby the Children of God are 


diſtinguiſhed from the Children of the Devil. And when 
we love, not in Nord nor in Tongue, but in Deed, or Work, 


= in Truth, then we know that we. are of the Truth, and 


(ball aſſure our Hearts before him. 1 2 3. IO, 18, 19. And 
whereas the Works of this peculiar Love that are com- 
manded by God, make the Practiſers of them the Objects 
of the Hatred of the Men of this World (John 15. 17, 
18. with 1 John 3. 13.) and the Love of this World pre- 
the Luſts of this World ſtruggle ſo in our Hearts againſt the 
doing of the Works of the peculiar Love as God requires, 


that we can do them no further than theſe ate overcome ; 


The Apoſtles ſays, That this Faith overcomes the World, 


ſo as to make his Commandments not grievous to us. His 
Words are, His Commandments are not grievous : For evhatſc- 


ever is born of. God overcometh the World; and this is the Vifto- 
ry that overcometh the World, even our Faith. Who is be that 
overcometh the World, but he that believeth that Jeſus is the Son 
of God? This is he that tame by Water and Blood. The Faith 
that overcomes the World, hoks on him that was peirced, as 


he came from the Dead by Water and Blood, having put an 


End to the Covenant of temporal Life in Canaan's Land, 


Dead, 
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xa is ratificd by Sacrifice. 
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It has the Notion of a Coyenant, as it has a Mediator, 
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| Dead, or having done away the Teſtament of the worldly 


Inheritance, and cpnfirm'd the Teſtament + of the eternal 
heavenly Inheritance, whereof he himſelf, the firſt Begot- 
en of the Dead, is the Heir, and all his People, of every 
Valo, joint Heirs with him. And this has a moſt ma- 
nifeſt Tendency to wean our Hearts from this World, and 
to give us the Victory over it, Gol: 3. 1. 5. This Te- 
ſtimony that we believe concerning the eternal Life that 
God hath given us in his Son, whom he raiſed from thę 
Dead, muſt likewiſe influence us, in believing it, to love 
| God, and to love one angther, and do the Works of Love 
that he requires toward them with whom we look for 'a 
Share of this Life in his Son, that he hath given us; as 
we may ſee from this whole Epiffle of hn. 
And indeed we hold this Pruch in helicving it, as we 
do er hat guide our Inclinations, even the Prin- 
Eiples of our Practice: For all our Choice is directed, all 
our Practice influenced, by ſome Perfwaſion; and therefore 
the Scripture ſpeaks of living in Error, 2 Pet. 2. 18. and o 
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which commit ſuch Things are worthy of Death, yet another Prin- 
Ciple leads our Practice, when we not only do the ſame, but con- 
ſent with them that do them, Rom. I. 32. And on the other 
Hand, when the Truth of the Goſpel becomes the Prin- 
ple of our Practice, as it does when we really believe 

t, we are ſaid to do the Truth, * 3. 21. 0 alk is Hh 
2 John Ver. 4. and in the Lig „1 Jah bh 7. And" this 
whatſoever the Scripture aſcribes to believing, is SE. 


@alkirig in Darkneſs, 1 John 1. 6. For though we know that they. 


lieyed, and which is, at the fame Time, the Cayſe of 
Faith; and all the Power that Believers have to Will or 
do good, is the Power of the Ward which they believe, 


which bringeth forth Fruit in them, Col. 1. 6. and is able to ſas 
their Souls, as it is grafted in them, James 1. 21. Yea, and 
I would have our Catechiſers eſpecially to notice, That 
we ſhall not ſo eaſily place a Merit of our own in our be- 
lieving the Teſtimony concerning the Merit and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt for Juſtification, as we Can think of pur 
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© + Andthe Inheritance of Children, with the Confirmation 
by the Teſtator's Death, give it the Notion of a Tellamentz 
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bwn Merit in believing, when we concgive that believing to be 
the good Diſpoſitions and Inclinations of our Hearts toward 
him, as exhibited in the Goſpel ; even while, as to theſe good 
Hearts of ours, we may be ſaying, { thantubee I am not as o- 
r ns nid none dnl WY Ta, 
The Belief of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, as it is revealed in 
the Goſpel, conforms us to his Obedience to the Death, e- 


ſpecially in Love to tlie Brethren whom we have ſeen; and 


this is ever attended with that Love and Good-will to all 
Men, even our Enemies that hate us, and perſecute us for 
the Truth, which he requires of us, and hath taught us by 
his Example. But this Fruit ol the Goſpel muſt not be look- 
ed on as the ſame Thing with natural Affection, Friendſhip, 
and the Love of our Species, or of the human Kind, and the 
Love of one's.Gountry ; Fon this Love to all Men, even the 
Enemies of the Goſpel; doing them Good for Evil, bleſſing 
them and praying for them, which is the proper Fruit of 
Faith, and accompanies brotherly Love, is for the Sake of 
the unknown 'Ele&, 2 Tim. 2. 10. Tit. 3. 2, 3. even as 


Sakes, as Peter tells, 2 Pet. 3. 9. He is long-ſuffering to usward, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Re- 
pentance. Thus our Lord prayed for his Enemies that were 
ſpitefully uſing him, in putting him to Death; but he was 
praying for them that the Father had given him, and his 

rayer was effectual upon the Remnant according to the Election 


of Grace, that was ſaved from among the 7ewvs by the preach- 


ing. of the Apoſtles on the Day of , Pentecoſt, and afterward. 


Stephen imitated his Lord in praying for his ſpiteful Perſe- 
Cutors at his Death, and the Lord anſwered his Prayer in 
-Saul's Converſion; but he fa S, 1 did it ignorantly and in Un 


belief, 1 Tim. 1. 13. And when our Lord pray'd. for For- 


giveneſs to his Enemies, he ſaid, For they knowu not evhat = 
4. So that if any of them that acted ſpitefully againſt Chriſt, 
in putting him to Death, had been. firſt illuminated in the 
Knowledge of him, they would have had no Intereſt in this 
Prayer; even as Paul ſignifies, that if he had perſecuted the 
Church, and blaſphemed as 45 did, after Illumination, he 
had not obtained Mercy. 


he Goſpel declares, That the 


World lies in Wickedneſs, except them that believe, and 0 6 
tommands us to pray for them that ly in Wickedneſs: But 
ee Mien from that Tore fo wb" 
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God is good to the evil and unthankful World for their 
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Men and to Enemies; that's the Fruit of Faith; for it croſſes 
the very End and Deſign of the Goſpel- Benevolence, that's 


for the Sake of the unknown Elect, for whom Chriſt died; 


becauſe, by this Sin, Men appear to be Reprobates : There- 
fore the Apoſtle ſays, There is a Sin unto Death, I do not ſay 
that he ſhall pray for it; yea, Paul ſeems to give us an Inſtance 


of a Prayer againſt it, 2 Tm. 4. 14. Thus we may ſee how 


the Love that the Goſpel requires toward all Men, and 
even the Enemies of the Goſpel, is connected with that 
brotherly Love that's the great Fruit and Evidence of Faith. 
And if you take this Hint, you'll know how to improve it 
when you happen to hear any of our fine Declaimers on 


Charity. 


Now, by theſe neceſſary Fruits of the Belief of the Truth 
that the Apoſtle mentions, even Love to God and the Chile 
dren of God, and the good Works that he requires done in 
the Way of overcoming the World; we know that we do in- 
deed believe the Teſtimony of God concerning his Son, and 
ſo have the Son; and thus we know that we have eternal Life, 
according to the Teſtimony that ſays, He that bath the Son 
hath Life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not Life. Com- 


$3261.07 


IF your Patience be not quite ſpent on this long Lecture; 


ccount of the Faith of Devils. BEE 23 Sh 
By the Charge againſt the Letter on this Head, I am re- 
ferred to the Epiſtle of James, Chap. 2. Ver. 19, 20. where 
he ſays, Thou believeſt that there is one God *, thou doeft well, the 
Devils alſo believe and tremble; But wilt thou not know, O vain 
Man, that Faith <vithout Works is dead? Now, I cannot find 


that James diſtinguiſhes the Faith of God's Elect here from 


that of Devils, by placing the Nature of it in any Thing be- 
fide the Belief of the Truth of the Goſpel ; but it is eaſy to 


perceive that he would have us to ſhew our Belief of the 
: 8 aa in WE To ks Truth 
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1 Compare 1 John J J. Theſe three are ole,  * 


10 keep himſelf u 


the Effect of the Devils believing, when he ſays, L 
lieve and tremble, is very oppoſite to that Love whereby Faith 


8&9 
Truth to be of a 2 W their Belief, by the, 
Fruits of it, good Works. He doth not ſay any Thing from 
which we can poſſibly infer, that there muſt be more in Faith 
than the Belief of the Truth of the Goſpel ; but he teaches 
us, that the true ſaving Belief of the Goſpel, in the Souls of 
Men that are born of God (Fam. 1. 18, 21.) muſt be yery 
difterent from the Devils Belief; becauſe it produces good 
Works, Fruits of a very different Nature from the Fruit of 
the Devils Faith ; and he would have the Root diſtinguiſhed 

A the Fruits, as he ſays, I will ſhew thee my Faith by my 

orks. He ſpeaks more particularly of the Works whereby 
he diſtinguiſhes true Faith from falſe, where he bids us be 
Doers of the. Word, and forbids us to let our Zeal in Words 
and Profeſſions out run our Practice in Religion. He ſays 


there, Pure Religion and unde filed before God and the Father is 
this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Affliction, and, 
12 from the World, Jam. 1. 21, 22. 
27. Here are Fruits very difterent from what the Devils 
Faith produces; and if our Zeal in this pure and undefiled 


3 


Religion hold Pace with our Zeal in Words and Profeſſions > 


we need not be much afraid of the Faith of Devils. 
That Terror and dreadful Horror which Zames paces as 


worketh in bringing forth good Works; as John tells us, 
when he ſays, There is no Fear in Love, but perfect Love cafteth. 
out Fear ; becauſe Fear bath Torment: He that feareth is not, 
made perfect in Love, 1 Leun 4. 18. And I need not tell yqu 
that this tormenting Fear is very different from that godly 

Fear, without which there can be no Obedience, and from 
he Fear of our coming ſbort of the promiſed Reſt og Unbelief ; 

Ince you ſee it is oppoſite to Love and good 


the Devil trembling with this tormenting Fear at the preach- 


ing of an Apoſtle his Priſoner, and putting the Word away. 


ful 


from him, A&s 24. 24,27. And we find the floth 
Servant giving this as the Reaſon of his neglecting the Im- 


r 1 11 


provement of his Talent, I feared thee becauſe thou art an au. 
ftere Man, Luke 19. 20, 41. But ſome of them are ſaid to. 


receive the I/ord-<vith Foy, Matth. 13, 20. yet this their Joy, 
(however they be enligbten d, and taſte the good Mord of Gog) 


of. 
SF 


cannot be that rejoicing in the Truth, which is the Propert 


Ly 


hey be- 


Vorks, and 
therefore to ſaving Faith. We ſee one of the Children of 
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God and Mammon, and obtain the Glory of ou 


of Charity or Love; it 15 be a Joy belonging to the Love 
of one's Self, aſide from God and his Children, in whom the 
Truth dwells: For theſe Taſters of the good Word of 
God bring not forth the Fruits of the Word, the Works 
of Love. Compare Feb. 6. 4, —11. with Matth. 13. 20, 
21. And thus, I think, we may ſet afide all that Belief of 


pros Love and good Works, however Men or Devils 


be affected with it. What ſhall we then ſay of their Belief 


90 dg its Works? C 1 
The coming of the Man of Sin, or that Antichriſt, after 
the working of Satan, is declared to be the righteous Judg- 


ment of God upon the Profeſſors of the Truth of the G 


ſpel, who received not the Love of that Truth: For the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of that great Apoſtacy from the Goſpel, un- 
der a Form of the Profeſſion of it, ſays, Becauſe they received 
not the Love of the Truth, that they might be ſaved; and for this 
Cauſe God ſpall ſend them ſtrong Deluſion, that they ſhould believe 


* 


& Lie, that they all might . be damn id who believed not the Truth, 


ut had Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſ. 2. 9,12: 

he Love x the Truth, which you ſec here inſeparably con- 
nected with the true Belief of that Truth, and ſeparated 
from the falſe,did, from the Beginning, ſhew itſelf in patient 
Joyful ſuffering for the Truth (Zeb. 10. 32,——35. 1 Theſ. 
2. 13, 14. 2 hef. 1. 4, 5.) and in the Zeal of good Works 
and Alms Deeds, denying the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft 


of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, 2 Cor. 8. 1.—8. 1 


John 2. 15 ,—19. But when Men began to profeſs the 


Truth, gradging the Croſs, and became cool in the Zeal of 


good Works, through the Love of this World prevailing 


in them, this brought the Prong Deluſſon upon them that 
believed not the Truth,” but had Pleaſure in Onvighteouſneſs. | 
And the End of it was, That they bould Veliees a Lie, that, 
hey. might be damn d. That they ſhould believe that they 
may follow Chrilt without the Crofs, and not that only, 
World is. not Enmity with. God, and that they can ſerve 

r Nane Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſeeking the Glory of this World: For, if the Go- 
{pel be true, this is a damnable Lie. And it is Fact, thar 
the Helief of this Lie has been wrought in Multitudes of 
1 . 2 1 ; #5 3 Ss FA . n 


bur even perſecuting others; that' the Friendſhip of this 
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the Goſpel, from the true ſaving Belief of it, that doth not 


KITE Men 
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Men called Chriſtians, and is a Judgment exceeding well 
ſuited to the Cauſe for which it came. 4 9 TY 


The Oppeſite of this is, The Sanctiffcation 4 the Spirit, and 


Belief of the Truth, through which God's Elect are ſaved, 2 
Thef. 2. 13, 14. For they who received not the Love of 
the Truth, or who had Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs, how- 
ever they profeſſed the Truth, yet believed ir not; becauſe 
the true ſaving Belieſ of the Goſpel is inſeparable from the 
Sanctification of the Spirit. N  arfits * 
- And the Mean of Preſervation from this ſtrong Deluſion, 


is, ffanding faſt and holding the Traditions of the Apoſtles that 


were not yet all written in the Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, but 
are now fully written in the New "Teſtament Scriptures, 
where they are only to be found pure and entire; and by 
theſe the Land eſtabliſhes his own People in very good Hord 
and Work; yet ſome pretended Succeflors of the Apoſtles 
would have us believe it. is ſtreng Deluſion that makes Men 
contend for the neceſſary Suncktion bet wixt the San#ifica- 
lion of the Spirit, and the Beliff of the Truth, as it appeared in 


the Church of the Theſſalonians ; and they would have theſe 


Men reckoned deluded Believers of a Lie, who pretend to 
hold faſt the Traditions ef the Apoſtles written in the New 


Teſtament, without a national-Confeſſion'of Faith, or with 
out the Catechiſm, which they call the Mean of enlightning 
the Land with the Light of the Goſpel. e 


But I proceed to give you ſome Notes from hs Hiſtory of 


the Faith of Devils. 


= 


And firſt, I find, after that notable Manifeſtation of Jeſus 


his being the Son of God, at John's Baptiſm, the Devil, 
Who could e | 
77 


ne Grant of it, came to him, moving a 
Queſtion about the Truth that had been manifeſted, deſiring 
him to prove it by Evidence inferior to that which he had 
already, and uſing Scripture to induce him to manifeſt it in 
an unſcriptural Mare - and when he fail'd in that At- 


. 


tempt, he dropt the Queſtion, and offered him the King- 


doms of this World, and the Glory of them, which was moſt 


cConſpicuous at that Time in the Roman Empire, if he would 
hold them of him, the Prince of this World, and the God of this 
World, and worſhip him. This Offer our Lord rejected, 


* 


with the abominable Condition, Matth. 3. 15, 16, 17. and 
Chap. 4. 1. — 10. Some Ages after this, the Clergy 
FARE 20-00 ſet over that Empirę; but by what Tenor they 
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Held it, and upon what Condition they keep the Kingdoms 
of this World, and the Glory of them, will not be ſo eaſily 
underſtood, N R 1 
From the Time of Satan's making this Attack upon Jeſus, 
we may ſuppoſe the Devils knew him to be the Chriſt, the 


Son of God, that was promiſed in the Old Teſtament; and 


they underſtood his Authority and Power, as the Son of God 
manifeſted to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, by the Works he 
wrought, and eſpecially his caſting them out of thoſe that 
were poſſeſſed, and they confeſſed it with Trembling.; as we find 
them crying out, What have we to do awith thee Feſus thou Son 
of God? Art thou come hither to torment us before the Time? Mat. 
8. 29. Mark J. 7. Luke 8. 28. Thus they believed and 
trembled. But whatever Way they acted, or ſtirred up Men 
to act, with Reſpect to the Truth, their Deſign was ſtill de- 
viliſh ; for we cannot expect to find in. theſe deſperately 


% 


proud, ſpiteful and crafty Spirits, that Belief of the Trut { 


-which works by ſelf-deny'd unfeigned Love. 


The Multitude that was lite to take Jeſus by Force to ; 
make him a King, from whom he fled (John 6. 14, 15.) 


The Multitude that followed him for the Loaves (Ver. 26, 
2.7.) hoping to make a fine Life of him in this World, as 


their Fathers lived when God was bringing them to their 


Kingdom in Canaan (Ver. 31.) ſhew'd a great Zeal for 


him; but they were ſet on by the Devil the Prince of this 


World. When Chriſt's Doctrine drove them away, and the 


Diſciples, who found themſelves diſappointed in their world- 
iy Hopes, had left him (Ver. 66.) he enquired at the Twelve, 


whom he knew to be a little tainted with that devilifh Pre- 


judice of a worldly Kingdom to the Meſſiah, Will ye alſo go a 


way? and they anſwered him, To whom ſhall we go? TB 


Haſt the Words of eternal Life, and «ve believe and are ſure, that. 
#hou art that Chriſt, the Son ef the living God. Then he tells 
them, One of you is a Devil. This was Judas Iſcariot, who, at 
Bottom, prefer'd this Life to the Words of eternal Life; and 


therefore at laſt betray'd him, when he was no longer able 
to reconcile the following of Chriſt with his worldly Hope, 


5 yo 6. 67, 71. When Peter confeſſed the Faith, the 
Lord ſuſtain'd it, and pronounced him bleſſed, as a Child of 
God that had been taught of the Father, Matib. 16. 16, 
17. But when this ſame Peter diſcoyercd his Thoughts of a 
vorldly Kingdom to Chriſt, and ſhew'd his Affection to him 
ö WW” „ = OO as L 3 0 B on. 
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: , TO at. { 3 | 9 3 92 3 

on that Footing, he x 4 Satan, and rejected with 
Diſdain the Zeal he ſhew'd for him, as being inconſiſtent 
with his Faith, and as oppoſite to it as Satan is to God, Ver. 
213 225 23. „ | | rag 1 5 
From all this we may juſtiy ſuſpecx that Confeſſion of the 
Faith of Chriſt the Son of God, that's entwiſted with Mens 
worldly Intereſts, and has not a Connection with the Croſs *; 
For this muſt be a diſtinguiſhing Effect of the Belief of the 
Truth of the Goſpel, that Chriſt taught Peter with a ſevere 
Rebuke, viz. I any Man will come after me, let him deny bim 


elf, and take wp bis Croſs and fallow me, Matth. 16. 24 


27. . Ii | n 0 2 
If Jeſus had come to the Nation of the Jews in the Power 
of an earthly Monarch, tis probable they had own'd him 
with great Zeal, and Readineſs to knock down all his Oppo- 
ſers ; but ſeeing he came in the very oppoſite Manner, they 
were eaſily inſtigated by the Devil to oppoſe him; and they 


ſhew'd themſelves to be the Children of the Devil (notwith- 


ſtanding their high Pretenſions to be the Children of God, 


and his People) by perſecuting him to the Death, for calling 


himſelf the Chriſt, the Son of God, Fobn 8. 39, 44. 
But behold, at the ſame Time, the unclean Spirits confeſſing 
him to be the Chriſt the Son of God! I know thee who thou 


art, the holy One of God, ſays one of them, Mark 1. 24. Lake 
g. 34. And they fell down before bim, and iry d, ſaying, Thou art 
. 


zhe Son of God, Mark 3. 11. Yet Jeſus would have no Con- 
feſſion, no Teſtimony from that Airth; he commanded them 


to hold their Peace, and charged them that they ſhould not 
make him known. He ſuffered them not to ſpeak, becauſe 
they knew him, Mark 1. 34. And indeed whether Men took 


him for the Chriſt 77 their Teſtimony, or rejected him 
becauſe they teſtified f 


Events. 6 i J A k 3 
8 125 8 After 


FTheſe three Greek Letters X) 5 5 h which expreſs the 


him, their Point was gain d in both 


Number of the Beaſt's Name, Rev. 13. 17, 18. happen to 


be the Initials of this Motto for all his Company, e 
mo 


Stor 5avpoy, and the oppoſite Number of the ſtands 


ant 
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Alfter this, the —_ Who "WY, up Perſecution every 
where againſt the Apoſtles, offered his Teſtimony to the Way 
of Salvation preached by them, and to them as the De- 
clarers of it; and r upon them, ſaying, Theſe are the 
Servanis of the moſt High God, which ſhew unto us the May of 
Salvation. The Apoftles, in like Manner, rejected this Te- 
ſtimony, and they paid for it; for they were beaten and im- 
priſoned as Troublers of the World, and Diſturbers of the 
Peace, at the Inſtigation of them who made a Gain of the 
Devil's Propheteſs, At, 15. 16... — 24. 


Neither you nor Fqueſtion, that the philoſophical Oppo- 
ſition which Arius (the Product of the firſt Chriſtian School 
of Learning) made unto the Doctrine of the Goſpel con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, did proceed from the Devil; but per- 
haps you never dream'd that he had any Hand in the Nitene 
Confeſſion of the Fiith : For as the Majority of the Biſhops 

of that grand Synod, and the Emperor, by whom it was 
called, held the right Side of the Queſtion, in Oppoſition 
to Arius, what know T but you may have had that much 
Confidence to put in the Devil, as to think he would not 
ſpeak inconſiſtently with himſelf? | But, though he needs 
not ſpeak Contradictions, for want of Logick 1 
ſicks, the Facts 1 have noted ' down from the Scripture Hi- 
Rory, ſerve to ſhe you he is in no Strait about ſpeaking any 
Way; atleaſt he caſts up in ſo very oppoſite Shapes (driving 
his Point till againft Chriſt) in the Goſpel Hiſtory, that you 
need not be alarm'd, if I call upon you to take a Look of 
the Council of Nice, to ſee if we'can find him even there. 
Obſerde then, in the firſt Place, That, as 4 rius attack'd the 
Truth by Philoſophy, the Fathers of the Council oppoſed 
to him the firteſt Words their Wiſdom could deviſe, to di- 
ſtinguiſh it from his Error; and theſe their Wards ſtood as 
the Confeſſion and Standard of the Faith of Chriſt che Son 
of God. Thus the deep Things of Godreame to be confeſ- 

* Ned, not in the Words which the Holy Ghoſt taught, but in 
the Words of the Wiſdom of he Ditbuter of this World, 
nov eſtabliſhed as the Standard of the Truth of the Goſpel. 
You'll fee little in this; for if the Truth at Bottom be 
own'd, you are eaſy about the Words. But I cannot ſo eaſi- 
ly paſs over this; for theſe Words wherein the Truth was 
pow ſet forth to be believed and confeſſed, carried another 
Authority in them, than that upon which the Truth was at 
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bel received in the. Bron of fad End fer by the infjired 


Apoſtles; and this was the Authority of the. Catþolick Council, 
And from this Time the Form af found Words that was dic- 


" Lated by the Holy Ghoſt, became of leſs Conſideration in 
the Confeſſion of the Faith, as leſs fit to diſtinguiſh a true 


Profeſſion from a falſe, than the Forms that Men have been 
framing and impoſing ever fince that famous Beginning in 
theCouncil of Nice. All Hereticks own the Scriptures, and 


plead them, tis true; bur ſtill the cripture alone muſt de- 


termine to me, who is a Heretick, and who not. Here I 


ook Hall leave to your Conſideration three Jer that I find 
on- in a Twopeny Pamphlet written againſt the Infallibility of 


937. 


Cani 


by- | 2. #by = not the ſame Priviledge be granted to the holy. 


rod 
| 3. Wt 
were indi 


| | | Faith of the 
d as Son of God, ſet at the. Top of the Raman Empire, and con- 
Son nected with the Powef and Glory thereof. What you will | 
feſ- | thinkofthisI khow-not ; but I ſuppoſe this would have plea- 
tin | ſed Pater when he was ſaying that for which his Maſter cal- © | 
IIc, him Satan. The Multitude, and the Diſciples that went | 
pel, ck, and Judas who was called a Devil, would have been 
gelighted with- this; yea, the Jewiſh Rulers themſelves had 
been far from calling Jeſus a Blaſphemer for his Doctrine, 
The Croſs that Jeſus Chriſt join'd inſeparably to the true 
Shs 


an. of the Faith was ſet at a great Diſtance from this 
came & Ts Plice, Iris true 


K the 
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- 
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on, and the Reverſe 


TR . 
the Story tells, that the Likeneſs of the Croſs appeared in 
| the Air t6 Conſtantine, with this Inſcription; Through abi b. . 
Malt overcome, i. e. through this thou ſhalt vanquiſſ thy Ri- 870 
. yals, and become Roman Emperor ; and ſo it came to paſs. 2 
Then the Sign of the Croſs in the Reman Banner accompa- Ns 
nied the Confeſhon of the Faith in its Exhaltation in that 8 
Empire. Thus I own the Croſs and the Faith were connec- | 
ted: But you may let me ſay, This was a new Way of ta- op 
king up the Croſs, together with the new Confeſſion and be 
And now the Chriſtian Leaders, who were originally En- ; 
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4 ſamples to the Flock, of humble Dependence on the Lord _ 
* Jeſus, and of e, e pr we” to him, came to vie 
ol have the Empire ſubjected to them, in Dependence on the thi 
4 Emperor, and diftributed among them in Subordination to thi 
{4 one another. The Biſhops of each Province were dependent * 
4 on their Metropolitan, with a provincial Synod; and there = 


were Biſhops again of capital Churches, ſet over theſe Me- 
tropolitans and their Provinces, as the Biſhop of Alexandria G 
over Egypt, Lybia and Pentapolis, the Biſhop of Antioch over 7 
the whole e But there is ſome Difficulty about the Ju- a 
riſdiction of the Biſhop of Rome in the Weſt; for he was not 
yet come to his Supremacy ; and the Council of Nice did not thi 
preciſely, or clearly enough determine the Limits of his Ju- 
riſdiction. Our Gay have no Offence at the Subjection of | 4 
Provinces and Nations, as a Flock to the Chriſtian Paftors, | 
in their Synods and Councils ſubordinate to one another; | 
: but they ſuſpect the Subordination of Biſhops to Metropoli- 8 
tans, and of them again to capital Biſhops, to have proceed- 4 
ed from the Devil: For they have all their Share in the Þ 
Government of the World, by Subordination of Synods and 
Councils; and though they have no Scruple at lording over 
the People (but. are clear for it to avoid Confuſion) they Pp 
are pretty poſitive, that the fubjecting of themſelves to the fo 
Juriſdiction of a ſuperior Biſhop (to avoid Confafion) is a 1 
Thing that came of the Devil; though it be a Thing that 5 
was done even by the Council of Nice. They will not be | © 
called the Clergy; but they can plead, 1 Pet. 5. 3. againſt | _ 
the Lordſhip of the Biſhop over them ( Neither as being Lords % 
over God's Heritage t+ayanpay, but being Enfamples to the | 
Huct) yet they will not allow it to be pleaded againſt their | _- 
en Lordſhip over tho People; but though nothing elſe 
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 Inchin'd to the Nicene Faith, and, ſometimes to Arianiſm, 


as our Reformers 


Confeſſion of the Faith was made for the Empire: It was de- 


rat famous Original of all national Confeſſions of Faith, 


* 


ſ 6. 


that was done by the Council of Niceſhould pleaſe our Cler- 
gymen, they are wellſatisfied that the making of that Creed 
or Confeſſion of mo * 5 45 of God for the bg. > 

ire, was a great ãnd a goo ng; for therein they ſee the 
Name of 4 Son of God exalted. | 12 17 5 1 Lag 

Vet I cannot tell what they will think of this when they 
cotiſider it, viz. Fhat the Name of Chriſt, by this Exaltati- » 
on, and the Faith of him, as thus dignify'd, was dependent on 
the Poyer that ruled the Roman i, and held this its 
Station much at the Will of the Emperor, who ſometimes 


* 
0 
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6 _ * * 


till he was taken ont of the Way, and the Kings, who di- 
vided the Empire, gave their Power to the Clergy. And 
this did not mend the Matter: For when the Clergy came 
thus to be 8 were rul'd immediately by the Devil, 
thought, and as ſome Proteſtants ſtill think. 
Compare Matth. 4. 8, 9, 10. with Rev. 13. 3,w—— 8. 
But let us next give our Thoughts to this, that the Nene 


3 
* ——ẽęet j —: — — waged — 


fign'd to be the Confeſſion of the Faith of the whole Empire 
diſtributed under the Clergy. Now, let even a Popib Wri- 
ter *, who cannot be ſuſpected of Diſaffection ta the State of 
the Church that then was, give us an Account of the People 
who. had this Faith; he ſays, (As to the Manners of Be- 
<« lievers, Chriſtianity becoming the common and almoſt ge- 
ec neral Religion in the Roman Empire, we muſt not be ſur- 
<« priſed if there were abundance of Perſons who were only 
«. Chriftians in Name, and who led a Life almaſt Heathe- 
« niſn. Here is a Faith without Works with a Witneſs. - 
The prime national Faith, the Faith of the Council of Nice, 


3 „ ͤ—lUÄ——ͤ —— i 


appears to be a Faith without good Works: And let James 
tell us what Sort of Faith that is. Some ſhew much; Zeal 
for the Qrthodaxy of the national Faith; but James tells us 
8 aly, That, hold off Works, the Devils can be QRTHOQ- 
And here I would ask them who hold the Faith pointed 
out in the Letter on Catechiſms, to be no other than the 
CCC 
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Faith of Devils, what they take their beloved national Faith 


to be? Can they ſay any more of the Perfwaſion-of the Trum 
pf their Catechiſm; but that to have this. Perſwaſion is to be 


of good ſound orthodox Belief 2 But che Belief of the 
Truth, by their Aſſertion, is only the Faith of Devils; 
What then do they contend for, in contending fo. earneſtly 


for ſound Principles, and orthodox Belief? Surely rhe Deſign 
| of all the Stir and Noiſe they make cannot be merely chi, T 


# 


make us no better than Devils. ch, 


Or, do they expect tomake the Nation mew its Faith of 


the Goſpel by the Works of the Goſpel, and toeftablifh the 


- 


Nation in every good Mork, together with ebery good Word? 
. Ifchis be their Me ; — 


Apoſtles did this, and can do it ſtill, by its Power working 
in them that believe it; but they propoſed only to take 4 


People out of the Nations for God's Name. And to this 
agree the Words of the Prophets about the Nations, A#s 15. 


„ * 


14, — 17. „„ 


Let us, in the laſt Place, take a View of the Fruits of that 


firſt national Faith, and the Works that attended it. The 


_ firſt Fruit of it was Perſecution. The aþpoſtolick Faith was 
perſecuted; But the Power of the Empire began to be em 


ployed in Defence of this Faith, as ſoon as it was given forth 
by the Council. The Effect of this was Diſſimulation in ſome 


Who feared the defending Power; and as to Avins himſelf, 


and 2 called Secundus and Theonas, who would 
not profeſs the Faith, their Fate was Exile. Thus, Per- 
ſecution by Chriſtians, began, as the Product of the Nicens 


Faith; and I ſuppoſe you vill not be poſitive to deny, that 
this is the Work of the Devil. To this you may add the 


many famousStrifes among theClergy, contending whoſhould 


have moſt of the Power and Glory of the Kingdoms of this 
World ? whichContention began then, and continues to this 


Day, wherever there is any Qccafion or Opportunity for it, 
as there will, in all Appearance, ſtill be, more or leſs, to the 
End of the World. And as Religion was then often the 


Pre- 


| eaning, then I ſhould hope they would plead 
for the inſeparable Connection berwixt the Sanctification of 

the Spirit, and the Belief of the Truth, and all their Belie- 

vers of the Truth will be Saints. But alas, a national Faith, 

with all the Power of the Nation eſtabliſhing it, was never 

able to produce Love and good Works. The Word of the 
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this World, ſo I reckon it will be to the End. 
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Thus you ſee a Faith, not in the Words of the Holy Ghaſt's 
Tezching, but in the Words of the Teaching of Man's Wi. 


cular Power, connected with the Power and Glory of the 
Kingdoms of this World, in Separation from the Deal of 

Works, and from bearing the Crofs after Chriſt, and 
oducin Perſecution, accompanied with Diſſimulation, 
Pride and Ambition, the Works of the Devil; and you 
may add Covetcouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 3. If you ſee this, you can 
J you fee the Faith of Devily 4s ir 'may be ren among 


* 31 


And you can be in no Strait to diſtinguiſh this from the 

Belief of the Teſtimony of God, in his own Word, begor 
and maintained by the een God, producing Love an 

good Works, with Selt-d enyal, Mortification to the World, 


he 2 1 bearing the Croſs; which is the Faith of God's 
/ econ aol 
' | *- Thisis that Faith which owns no Standard hut the Scriy- 


uis' | tures of the inſpired Prophets and Apoſtles, depends on no 
_ Authority but that of God in theſe Scriptures, admits ng 


Light but that which ſhines there, and receives no Teſfi- 


rat mony bur what's given there. As the Letter on Catechiſms 
he | ferved the Cauſe of this Faith, I placed the Uſage it mer 


as with to the Account of the Word of God, and the Teſti- 
m- | mony of Jeſus Chriſt; and as this Letter has no other Drift, 
th Il am rea y to do the ſame with it; ſtill allowing every Thing 
me | in it to be rejected that does not ſerve "this Purpoſe; yea, 
If, if you caſt it into the Fire, and cleave wholly to your Bible, 
d you will loſe bat netz and its End de gained. 
r- * And this is that Faith, in the Unity of which, the whole 
Body of Chriſt is growing up to a perfect Man in him; 
at But his People have been divided, enſlaved to Human Au- 
he thority, and confounded with the World, by Creeds and 
ud | Catechiſms. I conclude, wiſhing you and yaur's a Share 
_ in that Prayer which you read, Foby 17. 20, 21. And 
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As m perſwaded all that believe on Chrift chro- the 
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FA Word of his Apoſtles, are one, in Spite of all the Di- p 
. 
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viſions that have been made among them by the Doctrines 
and Commandments of the Leaders of the ſeveral Sects 
among whom they haye been ſcattered, I cannot but ap. 
prove of that Way of ſpeaking that's now pretty common, 
viz. That they who are agreed in the Main, ought to forbeay 
one another in Differences about Things of leſſer Mo- 
ment. But I want to know your Mind of a remarkable 
Text that has been often cited to ſupport this Saying ; be- 
cauſe it ſeems to point out that Main wherein all true 
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Chriſtians ſhould be agreed. „ | 8 
The Text is Phil. 3d. A from. 7. to 18. Notice theſe. | 
Words, Tea doubtleſs and I count all Things but Lon. 
' that I may avin Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine 
orb Righteouſneſs, which of the Law, but that which is thro\, 
the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith, 1 
that I may know him, and the Power of his Reſurrection, and "I 
the Fellowſbip of his Sufferings, being made conformable unto hir | 
Death, if by any Means I might attain unto the Siren g\ 
the Dead Let us mir”, te as many as be perfect, 
be thus minded: And if in any Thing ye be otherways minded, 
God ſball reveal even this unto you. Never theleſs wwhereto ave. 
 bave already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us. 
mind the ſame Thing. 0 Rn Mg ene 

' I muſt own to you I cannot perceive how one can walk 

by this ſame Rule, and mind this ſame Thin „in minding 

a worldly Kingdom to Jeſus Chriſt, or in walking up to 

the Principles of Uniformity, upon which national Chur- 

ches and national Covenants have been builded. The Prin- 
ciples of the Extirpation of Herericks and Schiſmaticks to 
_ eſtabliſh a Kingdom of this World to Jeſus Chriſt, are per- 

fectly inconſiſtent with the minding of Conformity to Chrift , 
in his Humiliation in this Life, and of fo attaining to the 
Reſurrection of the Dead. INE Ro Fe Ro nod 

But when I would think as charitably as I can on this 

Head, I conſider that the Diſciples, in the Days of the Lord's 
Fleſh, were much pnder the Influence of the then prevail- 

| ing Notion of a worldly Kingdom to the Meſſiah; and 
true Chriſtians now may have recetyed, by Tradition from 
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- which (in Spite of the Influence theſe Principles have 1 
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their Fathers, Principles inconfiſtent with this ſame Ruls; 


on them) they are moſt inclined t6 walk by. For thil- 
poſtle ſuppoſes, that in ſome Things they may be other 


5 
minded, 1. e. differently minded from that one Rule, and 15 
divided from one another. But the Cure of theſe Diviſiogh 
muſt be theLord's revealing this ſame Thing more CORE 
them, that they may ſee its Inconſiſtency with theſe other 
Opinions that they were 5 And till they ſee 
this, they can be no further agreed, but in as far as they are 


walking by this ſame Rule, and minding this ſame Thing, 


viz. The Salvation that lyes in the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
the following Glory, and is to be enjoyed in the Way of 
Conformity to him in his Sufferings in this Life, as ne- 
ceſſarily connected with, and preparing us for Conformity 
to him in his Glory in the Reſurrection of the Dead. 
As our Lord ſaid to his Diſciples, O Holt, and ſlow of 
Heart to believe all that the Prophets have ſpoken, ought not 


| Cbhri to have ſuffered theſe Things and to enter into bis Glory 2 
* — 4 ſaid to them that are minding a worldly King- | 


dom to Chriff, and ſeeking after a State of happy Security 


from heretical Apoſtacies, and from Perſecutions to the 


Church in this deny World, O Fools, and flow of Heart 
to believe the Words that were ſpoken before oy the holy 
1 


Prophets, with the Commandment of the Apoſtles of the 


Lord and Saviour. Ought not Chriſtians to ſuffer with 
Chriſt in this Life, and to enter into his Glory in the Life 
to come. 


The Work of Providence, at this Day, is to fulfil the 


Scripture, in filling the antichriſtian Kingdom avith Darkneſs, at 
which the Authors of the ad h Kb. 
vers of that Teſtimony, are very much diſpleaſed; but if 


cial Teſtimony, with the 

there be any Believers of the Goſpel among them, it is no 
ew Thing to ſee them afflicted with that which is the 
round of the greateſt Joy to them. Even the breaking of 

the Dominion of the Clergy by Infidelity, now coming in 

Place of the Superſtition that has ſupported that Domi- 


nion ſince the Days of Conftantine, gives the Believers of 


the Goſpel a glorious 9 to walt by the ſame Rule, 
and to mind the ſame Thing, rejecting all the inconſiſtent 
Dotrines that have Grided mem. 
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